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Week Ending Friday, November 11, 1988 


Remarks on Signing the Genocide 
Convention Implementation Act of 
1987 (the Proxmire Act) in Chicago, 
Illinois 

November 4, 1988 


Well, good morning. We gather today to 
bear witness to the past and learn from its 
awful example and to make sure that we’re 
not condemned to relive its crimes. I am 
today signing the Genocide Convention Im- 
plementation Act of 1987, which will 
permit the United States to become party 
to the International Convention on the Pre- 
vention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide that was approved by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1948. 

During the Second World War, mankind 
witnessed the most heinous of crimes: the 
Holocaust. And after the war, the nations of 
the world came together and drafted the 
genocide convention as a howl of anguish 
and an effort to prevent and punish future 
acts of genocide. The United States signed 
the convention, and in 1949 President 
Truman requested the Senate’s advice and 
consent to ratification. In 1986 the Senate 
gave its consent, conditioned upon enact- 
ment of implementing legislation. We final- 
ly close the circles today by signing the im- 
plementing legislation that will permit the 
United States to ratify the convention and 
formally join 97 nations of the world in con- 
demning genocide and treating it as a 
crime. 

I’m delighted to fulfill the promise made 
by Harry Truman to all the peoples of the 
world, and especially the Jewish people. I 
remember what the Holocaust meant to me 
as I watched the films of the death camps 
after the Nazi defeat in World War II. Slavs, 
Gypsies, and others died in the fires, as 
well. And we’ve seen other horrors this cen- 
tury: in the Ukraine, in Cambodia, in Ethio- 
pia. They only renew our rage and right- 
eous fury and make this moment all the 
more significant for me and all Americans. 


Under this legislation, any U.S. national or 
any person in the United States who kills 
members of a national, ethnic, racial, or re- 
ligious group with the specific intent of de- 
stroying that group in whole or in substan- 
tial part may spend his or her life in prison. 
Lesser acts of violence are punishable by as 
much as 20 years in prison and a fine of up 
to $1 million. While I would have preferred 
that Congress had adopted the administra- 
tion’s proposal to permit the death penalty 
for those convicted of genocidal murders, 
this legislation still represents a strong and 
clear statement by the United States that it 
will punish acts of genocide with the force 
of law and the righteousness of justice. 

The timing of the enactment is particu- 
larly fitting, for we’re commemorating a 
Week of Remembrance of the Kristallnacht, 
the infamous “night of broken glass,” which 
occurred 50 years ago on November 9, 
1938. That night, Nazis in Germany and 
Austria conducted a pogrom against the 
Jewish people. By the morning of Novem- 
ber 10th, scores of Jews were dead, hun- 
dreds bleeding, shops and homes in ruins, 
and synagogues defiled and debased. And 
that was the night that began the Holo- 
caust, the night that should have alerted the 
world of the gruesome design of the Final 
Solution. 

This legislation resulted from the coop- 
eration of our administration and many in 
Congress, such as Congressmen Henry 
Hyde and Jack Davis and John Porter and 
Senator Bill Proxmire, to ensure that the 
United States redoubles its efforts to gain 
universal observance of human rights. 

We pay tribute to those who suffered that 
night and all the nights that followed upon 
it with our action today. 

So, I thank you, and God bless you all. 
And now I will sign the proclamation and 
the bill. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in 


the Air Force Reserve Building at O’Hare 
International Airport. S. 1851, approved 
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November 4, was assigned Public Law No. 
100-606. These remarks were not received 
in time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Proclamation 5897—Week of 
Remembrance of Kristallnacht, 1988 


November 4, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Fifty years ago, on the night of November 
9-10, 1938, German Nazis committed a na- 
tionwide pogrom against Jewish people. By 
the next morning, scores of Jews were dead, 
hundreds were injured, and many syna- 
gogues, shops, and homes lay in ruins. This 
vicious attack became known around the 
globe as “Kristallnacht”—‘“crystal night” or 
“the night of broken glass”—from the mute 
evidence of shattered window glass it left in 
so many streets. Half a century later, we 
mourn every victim of this pogrom and we 
rededicate ourselves to preventing repeti- 
tions of such brutality anywhere and every- 
where. 

The world had been ignoring many warn- 
ing signs in Germany and elsewhere of in- 
creasing anti-Semitism, disregard for human 
rights, and eugenically motivated assaults 
on individual dignity and worth. Kristall- 
nacht surely should have altered everyone 
that time had run out—that the “peace in 
our time” proclaimed hopefully by British 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain only a 
few weeks before was not to be. It took 
World War II to eliminate the Nazi threat 
to humanity and to our most sacred values. 

Fifty years later, in our Nation’s Capital, 
we have now laid the cornerstone for a na- 
tional museum to commemorate those who 
perished in the Holocaust foreshadowed by 
Kristallnacht. We are determined as Ameri- 
cans to keep their memory fresh and endur- 
ing. We resolve to remind ourselves of the 
enormous evil of which mankind is capable 
and to remain vigilant. 

We know that anti-Semitism is_ still 
present in the world and that there are still 
those who oppress others for their race, 
creed, or color and their simple desire for 
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self-determination and a better life. We 
know where such racism and prejudice can 
lead. Let us ever recall that a remedy exists; 
it is our profound belief in and our readi- 
ness to defend the immortal declaration 
“that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
If we hold fast to these truths we will find 
the inspiration and the power to prevent 
inhumanity on the face of the earth. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
654, has designated November 4 through 
November 10, 1988, as “Week of Remem- 
brance of Kristallnacht” and authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 4 through No- 
vember 10, 1988, as Week of Remembrance 
of Kristallnacht. I call upon the people of 
the United States to observe this week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:03 a.m., November 4, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was not received in 
time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Informal Exchange With Reporters in 
Chicago, Illinois, on the Withdrawal of 
Soviet Troops from Afghanistan 


November 4, 1988 


Q. Mr. President, the Soviets have sus- 
pended their troop withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan. How do you feel about that, sir? 

The President. Well, I think we’re all dis- 
appointed by that. At the same time, I 
think we could recognize, however, that 
this is something they themselves have said 
is temporary, and they have repledged 
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themselves to totally bring their troops out 
by February 16th. So, I think we have to 
stand by that. 

Q. Do you believe they’re just covering 
their retreat, sir? 

The President. This is what they may 
claim. They’ve said that they are still abid- 
ing by the February 15th—— 

Q. Is the United States going to do any- 
thing about this, Mr. President? 

The President. Well, I just learned about 
it on an airplane coming out. We haven’t 
had a chance to sit down and talk this over, 
and alli the details. 


Note: The exchange began at 10:25 a.m. in 
the Air Force Reserve Building at O’Hare 
Airport. It was not received in time for in- 
clusion in last week’s issue. 


Remarks on Arrival in Palos Hills, 
Illinois 
November 4, 1988 


Thank you very much, and good morning 
Chicagoland. It’s great to be here with your 
fine Governor, Jim Thompson, and your 
Congressman, Jack Davis. And thank you all 
for being here. And a special hello to the 
great kids of the Andrew High School Band. 
You’ve done yourselves proud. Now, will 
you all do—and all make America proud 
and just say no to drugs? [Applause] And let 
me say a special thanks to all of you who 
have braved this terrible weather to be 
here today. With spirit and dedication like 
this, George Bush and I are lucky to have 
you on our side. 

We're headed into the last lap of this 
election campaign, and I’ve come to Illinois 
to carry the flag for the next President of 
the United States, my friend, George Bush. 
He’s the guy to lead us forward toward our 
national destiny, because he knows what 
you believe in, what America believes in, 
and he believes in, too. 

Now, I have an announcement. We just 
received the unemployment numbers for 
October. And it’s the kind of news that 
makes this job worthwhile. The unemploy- 
ment rate has fallen to 5.2 percent, which 
means it’s the best it’s been in more than 


14 years. And I’m here to tell you if you 
like news like that and you want more 
you'll make George Bush the next President 
of the United States. 

Yes, in the last 8 years, we’ve set our 
sights once again on our enduring values 
and our hopes for the future, and you’ve 
seen the results. They say they’re on your 
side, those other fellows, but that’s just an 
empty promise. They promise, but you 
know we deliver. Yes, the last 8 years have 
been good years, but I’ve got a hunch that 
when George Bush gets in the saddle, as 
someone said in an old movie: “You ain’t 
seen nothin’ yet.” He knows that prosperity 
has a purpose. Prosperity gives all America 
the opportunity to raise a healthy family in 
the right way, to reach out to those who 
need help in our communities, to dream, 
and to make all our dreams come true. And 
he knows that freedom, glorious freedom, 
works. 

Yes, we Americans hold history in our 
hands, but only if we vote. Earlier this year, 
I had the privilege of doing something I 
have never thought an American President 
would be able to do. I spoke to students in 
the Soviet Union, in Moscow, about the 
glory and wonder of human freedom. Think 
of those students. Only if they’re very lucky 
and rise high in the Communist Party will 
any one of them ever have the influence on 
the course of their country’s history and 
world history that each of you can have just 
by going into the voting booth. 

Let me, before I go, ask you something. 
Those of you who are eligible to vote this 
year—I’m asking for a commitment now, 
and if you say yes, I'll take it as a promise. 
On Tuesday, will you show up at the polls 
and vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. And will you make sure to 
turn out our voters to punch 36 [vote the 
straight Republican ticket]? Will you—— 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you make sure to cast 
your vote for family and against drugs by 
choosing Jack Davis for Congress? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. And will all of you who 
believe in a strong defense, traditional 
values, and peace and prosperity make sure 
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to cast your vote for George Bush for Presi- 
dent of the United States? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Well, you just made my 
day. I know that I have to move on now to 
where I’m to speak, but I want to thank you 
all, and God bless you all. 

The Audience. Ronnie! Ronnie! Ronnie! 

The President. Thank you. Thank you 
very much. Well, we have to go. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. at 
the landing zone at Moraine Valley Com- 
munity College. These remarks were not re- 
ceived in time for inclusion in last week’s 
issue. 


Remarks at a Republican Presidential 
Campaign Rally in Palos Hills, Illinois 


November 4, 1988 


The President. Thanks, Governor Jim, for 
that great introduction and the great work 
that you’ve done quarterbacking our. team 
in Illinois. And let me add a special thank 
you to the guys and girls in the Stag High 
School Band. You’ve all done yourselves 
proud. Now, will you promise me to do 
America proud and just say no to drugs? 
[Applause] And if you keep studying and 
practice hard, maybe you'll end up as bril- 
liant and fluent as the wonderful musicians 
in the Chicago Symphonic Wind Ensemble. 

Audience member. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. It’s a treat to be here at 
Moraine Valley Community College—and 8 
years to the day that you elected me Presi- 
dent of the United States. Now, you know, 
as President, I can’t really favor one team 
over another, but when it comes to football, 
I have to admit that there’s nothing I like to 
see more than a bunch of Marauders going 
on a rampage. And I’d like to—— 

The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all very much, 
and I’d like to just say something to you 
about that. You know, once I’m out of 
office, where no one can accuse me of 
doing it for myself, I’m going to see if I 
can’t stir up a storm about changing that 
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constitutional amendment because I believe 
it’s an infringement on your democratic 
rights to vote for whoever you want to vote 
for. 

But now Id like to say hello to Sam Skin- 
ner, George Ryan, and two friends I usually 
see in Washington, Harris Fawell and Jack 
Davis. Now, they’re the kinds of Members 
of Congress that keep the Washington bu- 
reaucrats from causing too much trouble 
out here in the real America. And also 
there’s someone else I’d like to see in Wash- 
ington, and that is John Holowinsky. 

Now I want to talk to you about a very 
good friend of mine. You know, I’ve been 
an American voter for 56 years; in fact, I 
cast my first ballot in a Presidential race for 
Franklin Roosevelt in 1932. I’ve seen them 
come, and I’ve seen them go. Some were 
great. Some were good. And some were 
bad. But I have to say I’ve never been more 
enthusiastic about my choice than this year. 
I’ve been President for 8 years now, and 
nobody knows better than I that the most 
qualified man alive in the world for the job, 
yes, the best man alive for the job, is the 
man who is going to be President of the 
United States after you cast your ballot next 
Tuesday—and his name is George Bush. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. 1 know this man, George 
Bush, and over the past couple of months 
you’ve all gotten to know him a lot better. 
You’ve learned that he believes in America 
and the American dream. You know he 
stands for the policies that have brought 
peace and prosperity back to our great 
land. You’ve learned that he stands for the 
bedrock Judeo-Christian moral principles 
that guide us and our children. And you 
know that he stands for a strong America— 
yes, an America that fights for freedom and 
will not yield in that struggle until the op- 
pressed peoples of the world breathe free. 

Now, I know the fellow at the top of the 
other ticket is going around saying that he’s 
on your side. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Well, I know who’s on 
your side because he’s been on my side, and 
that’s George Bush. He has stood by me for 
8 years. And so, if you want to know who’s 
on the side of the little guy, well, I'll tell 
you: It’s the big guy, the big guy from 
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Texas. I know because I’ve worked more 
closely with George Bush than with any 
other member of the administration. I’ve 
seen him keep a cool head in a hot crisis. 
I’ve seen his leadership, and I’ve been 
guided by his vision. I have given him some 
of the most sensitive and difficult tasks that 
we’ve had, and he’s never let the country 
down. No, he’s done us all proud. 

You know who led the fight to lift exces- 
sive Federal regulations off the shoulders of 
America’s economy? 

The President. It was George Bush. It was 
one of the first things we’d done. I asked 
him to head up a task force to see how 
many Federal regulations we could get rid 
of. And let me give you the estimated score. 
They’ve done their task; and as of now, we 
estimate that the Federal paperwork im- 
posed upon you, the people, and on the 
communities and the States has been re- 
duced by 600 million man-hours a year. 

Now, do you know who played the vital 
role of reassuring our allies about the de- 
ployment of our missiles in Europe—— 

Audience member. George Bush! 

The President. ——and set the stage for 
the INF treaty? 

Audience member. You did. 

The President. You know the answer: 
George Bush. 

And who ran the initial policy meetings 
that led to our rescue of Grenada? 

The Audience. George Bush! 

The President. That’s right—George 
Bush. 

And he’s the one who stands with the 
American people on the things that matter 
most deeply. George Bush knows the im- 
portance of our traditional values. He cares 
that courts won’t allow children in public 
schools to open their day with a simple, 
silent, voluntary prayer. He believes we 
must have judges on our courts who care 
not just about the rights of criminals but 
about the rights of the victims of crime. For 
these many reasons and for a thousand 
others, I believe the néxt President of the 
United States should be George Bush. And 
as—— 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. 1 know where you stand. 
And as for the other fellow, he’s been going 
around lately comparing himself with some 
of the great Democrats of the past, men 


like F.D.R. and John F. Kennedy. But I 
have to tell you, if he’s Harry Truman, I’m 
just what your Governor said a little minute 
ago: I’m Roger Rabbit. 

You know, with the election so close, 
some people are saying it’s time for a 
change. Well, ladies and gentlemen, we are 
the change. The change began 8 years ago. 
Eight years ago we started liberating you 
from the confiscations of the “malaise” 
years. When we came into office, families 
across this country were suffering from tax 
rates so high they made Michael Jordan 
look like Pee-Wee Herman. Well, we took 
that money out of the grasping hands of the 
Washington bureaucrats and put it back in 
the wallets of the people they’d taken it 
from in the first place: the hard-working 
men and women of America. 

And look what happened: the longest 
peacetime recovery in our history, 71 
months, and as of now, 18.4 million new 
jobs. Now there are more people at work 
over the age of 16, including students and 
retirees, men and women, female, male, all 
from 16 years of age on up. And the highest 
percentage of that population pool is em- 
ployed than ever before in our history: 62.7 
percent of all of those people have jobs 
today. And today we heard the great news: 
that October unemployment was the lowest 
it’s been since June, which means the 
lowest it’s been since May of 1974. And 
because of our tax reform, most families in 
this area saw their tax rates slashed to 15 
percent. 

Now, the task is not complete. We’ve got 
to keep going and to extend our recovery 
to every American home and every Ameri- 
can family. And given the success we’ve 
had so far, I think you'll agree the best man 
for that job is the guy who’s already on the 
job: George Bush. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. When we arrived in Wash- 
ington, we faced a nation in which crimi- 
nals were running rampant because liberal 
judges were so interested in protecting the 
so-called rights of the bad guys they were 
placing the good guys at risk. We came in 
and appointed judges who respect the law, 
respect the Constitution, and know the 
meaning of the word “punishment.” Violent 
crime has fallen significantly since 1981 be- 
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cause we put the bad guys on notice: Make 
one false move, and the next sound you 
hear is the clang of a jail cell door slamming 
shut. 

Our greatest bulwarks against crime are 
those citizens who have devoted their lives 
to guarding us: the noble men and women 
of our State and local police. And George 
Bush and I stand united behind them. We 
believe that there are no citizens more pre- 
cious than they, and we must protect them 
as they protect us. Now, the other fellow 
opposes the death penalty. He opposes it 
absolutely and in every case. But as for 
George Bush and Dan Quayle and me, we 
believe with every ounce of our conviction 
that a crack dealer with a machinegun who 
murders a police officer in the line of duty 
should face the death sentence. 

And I’m happy to see Congressman Jack 
Davis here today because he’s been in the 
forefront of our crusade against illegal drug 
use. Yes, when it comes to fighting crime, I 
think it’s pretty clear just who’s on your 
side: Jack Davis and George Bush. 

We also went to work on our national 
defenses. And once again, America is 
strong, and we’re at peace. We and our 
NATO allies stood firm in the face of Soviet 
missiles pointing at the heart of Europe and 
Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got the message. 
He did business because he knew we meant 
business. And we still mean business. 

None of our triumphs—not even one— 
would have happened if George Bush’s op- 
ponent had had his way. There would have 
been no INF treaty or Soviet pullout from 
Afghanistan or democratic revolutions 
around the globe. He opposed rebuilding 
our military defenses, and even today, he 
wants to cancel or eliminate two supercar- 
rier task forces from the Navy. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. In fact, what they’ve 
planned for the Navy is so bad that by the 
time they get through Michael may have to 
row the boat ashore. Yes, if he did half of 
what he’s threatening to do to our defenses, 
we'd all be in the tank. [The President re- 
ferred to a campaign event in which Mi- 
chael Dukakis rode in a tank.] 

Now, just listen to what the liberals have 
said no to. They opposed the liberation of 
Grenada. They opposed the blow we struck 
against terrorist Libya. They oppose our 
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policy of helping freedom fighters advance 
the cause of liberty around the world. Well, 
George Bush and I did all these things, and 
I'll tell you proudly right now: We’d both 
do every single one of them over again. 

And of all the changes we’ve made, the 
one I may be happiest of is this: Our young 
men and women are once again proud to 
wear their country’s uniform. And because 
of them, over these past 8 years, not 1 inch 
of ground on this good Earth has fallen to 
the Communists. 

What it all comes down to this year is a 
clash of visions, of philosophies. The choice 
next Tuesday is as clear as it was 8 years 
ago today, as clear as it was in ’84. Yes, my 
friends, this election is a referendum on lib- 
eralism and an examination of our commit- 
ment to our traditional values. You must 
choose between, on the one hand, policies 
of tax and spend, economic stagnation, 
international weakness, and always, always 
“blame America first”; and on the other 
hand, limited government, economic 
growth, opportunity, a strong defense, soli- 
darity forever, and always, always “I pledge 
allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America.” 

So, yes, your vote is important, and, yes, 
the choice this year is very important. This 
weekend, you and hundreds of thousands of 
volunteers will be working in their pre- 
cincts to turn out the Republican vote and 
to bring our message of hope and opportu- 
nity to all Americans. I’m convinced that 
volunteer support put me over the top in 
many States in 1980, and Illinois was one of 
them. And once again I ask for your help. 
Go out there and turn out our voters to 
“punch 36” [vote the straight Republican 
ticket]. 

Yes, my friends, when you accept the 
blessing of every American that is the right 
to vote, when you go into that booth, you’re 
not only choosing the direction this country 
will take for the next 4 years, you’re casting 
a vote for your children and your children’s 
children. It’s critically important that the 
fate of our great nation be placed in the 
capable, strong, and still gentle hands of a 
man who has been a hero in war and a 
leader in peace, a friend to me and to all 
Americans. 
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Yes, there’s only one man I trust to bring 
this country forward, ever forward, toward 
its destiny of greatness—— 

The Audience. George Bush! 

The President. Yes. So, I ask you: On No- 
vember 8th—and I’m sure I know the 
answer—to make George Bush the next 
President of the United States. And now 
will you do me this one favor: Go out there 
and win one for the Gipper. [Applause] 

Now, I have a bad habit lately, and I’m 
going to conclude with a joke. [Laughter] 
I’ve learned some time past that in the 
Soviet Union the people there have taken 
to making up jokes which they tell among 
themselves, and they display a great sense 
of humor. But they also display a certain 
cynicism about their system. And I have 
been collecting these jokes. I even told a 
couple to the General Secretary Gorbachev. 
[Laughter] Most of the others—it would be 
tactless to tell him, but this one was about 
an order went out that anyone caught 
speeding, anyone, no matter who it was, 
should get a ticket. Now, you have to real- 
ize that in the Soviet Union only a few 
private citizens own an automobile. All 
those cars you see in the newsreel shots 
belong to the bureaucrats. As a matter of 
fact, for an ordinary citizen to order a car 
there, he’s got to wait 10 years for delivery. 
But he lays the money down 10 years in 
advance. 

Well, anyway, this thing was they’ve got 
to have a ticket, no matter who they are. 
Well, Gorbachev came out of his dacha, his 
country home, one morning, and he was 
late getting to the Kremlin. There was the 
limousine with his driver, and he said to the 
driver, “You get in the backseat. I'll drive.” 
And down the road he went. But he passed 
two motorcycle cops. And one of them took 
out after him. And in a very short time, he’s 
back with his buddy. And the buddy says, 
“Well, did you give him a ticket?” And he 
said, “No.” Well, he said, “Why not? We 
were told to give a ticket no matter who it 
was.” “Oh,” he said, “this one was too im- 
portant.” Well, he said, “Who was it?” He 
says, “I couldn’t recognize him, but his 
driver was Gorbachev.” [Laughter] 

Since I mentioned that 10 years and the 
automobile, I’ll conclude with another one, 
and then I have to go. Having mentioned 
that, this was a Russian that went in, had his 


money together and everything to order a 
car. And he signed all the papers and laid 
down the money. And the man behind the 
counter said, “All right, come back in 10 
years and get your car.” And the fellow 
said, “Morning or afternoon?” [Laughter] 
The fellow behind the counter said, “Well, 
10 years from now—what difference does it 
make?” he said, “Well, the plumber’s 
coming in the morning.” [Laughter] 

Well, thank you all. Thank you, and God 
bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m, in 
the gymnasium at Moraine Valley Commu- 
nity College. He was introduced by Gov. 
James Thompson. In his remarks, the Presi- 
dent referred to former US. Attorney 
Samuel Skinner; Lt. Gov. George H. Ryan; 
Representatives Harris W. Fawell and Jack 
Davis; John Holowinsky, Republican candi- 
date for the U.S. House of Representatives; 
and Michael Jordan, a member of the Chi- 
cago Bulls basketball team. These remarks 
were not received in time for inclusion in 
last week’s issue. 


Remarks at a Republican Presidential 
Campaign Rally in Voorhees, 

New Jersey 

November 4, 1988 


The President. Thank you all very much. 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. Thank you very much. 
And thank you, Tom. And thank you for 
that great music from the Mainstreet Pop 
Band, Eastern High School Band, Cherry 
Hill East High School Band, and Cherry 
Hill West High School Band. And let me say 
a special thank you to Bob Franks and hello 
to a man I hope you would send to Con- 
gress, Frank Cristaudo. 

Now, before I start, I have a message 
from my roommate to every young person 
here: Please, for your parents, your friends, 
for your country, and most of all for your- 
selves, just say no to drugs and alcohol. 

I’m here to ask everyone in New Jersey 
who supports the change we’ve been bring- 
ing to America these last 8 years to vote, 
from top to bottom, for the entire Republi- 
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can ticket, including our Republican candi- 
dates for the House of Representatives and, 
in this district, for the man who has put the 
Federal Government into the battle to end 
the ocean dumping—you missed me [The 
President referred to a loud noise in the 
background.}—{/aughter|—end the ocean 
dumping of sludge and medical waste off 
New Jersey’s shore, Jim Saxton, and to ask 
you to vote for one of the best men I’ve 
ever known to run for United States Senate 
or any other office, Pete Dawkins, and for 
the next President of the United States, 
George Bush. 

You know, I’m dedicating myself this 
autumn to making sure that all we've 
begun these past 8 years—all the changes, 
all the new hopes for all Americans and for 
all the people in the world—that all this 
continues. On every level—in local races as 
well as in the House of Representatives, in 
the Senate, and in the White House—the 
election this year is about what the Vice 
President called the other day the big 
issues: peace, prosperity, the respect of gov- 
ernment for family and community, the 
safety of law-abiding citizens, and the 
values that have made America the greatest 
and freest nation on Earth—as Lincoln said, 
“the last best hope” of all humanity. And 
we're determined to keep it that way. 

Yes, the choice is just as clear as the 
choice in 1980 and 1984. It’s between, on 
one hand, liberal tax and spend, economic 
stagnation, international weakness, and 
always, always “blame America first”; and 
on the other hand, what we believe: limited 
government, a strong defense, firmness 
with the Soviets, and always, always “I 
pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America.” 

Well, you know, our liberal friends talk 
about it being time for a change. But where 
have they been for the last 8 years? We are 
the change. We began it 8 years ago. And 
the choice this year is to go forward with 
the change or to go back to the stagnant 
status quo out of the past. 

And let me pause here and say that there 
is no change of which I’m prouder than 
that our young men and women once more 
take pride in wearing the uniform of the 
United States of America. And you know, 
thanks to their valor, in the last 8 years, not 
1 square inch of land has been lost to com- 
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munism. And in fact, in one tiny nation, 
Grenada, we’ve pushed communism back. 

When we took office, America was in the 
worst economic crisis since the Great De- 
pression. We turned that around. Think of 
what reducing the mortgage rates, as we 
have, by a third means to young families 
seeking to purchase a new home. Think of 
what reducing inflation to a third of what it 
was means to families seeking to protect 
their life savings. And think of what our tax 
reduction program has meant to families, 
most of whom now pay a top rate of 15 
percent. And think of what this means to 
you. And think about the great news we 
received today: October unemployment 
down to 5.2 percent, the lowest since June 
and the lowest in more than 14 years. 
Think of what that means to all Americans. 
Yes, what you heard in a recent debate, I’ve 
heard echoed in my talks with the leaders 
of many other nations: Today, the United 
States of America is the envy of the world. 

If I could just interject something here 
about that unemployment rate. There will 
always be an unemployment rate not be- 
cause of hard times and people who can’t 
find a job—there will always be a percent- 
age of our people who are, by their own 
choice, between jobs, have changed to an- 
other place to live, and young people 
coming into the job market. Well, on Sun- 
days I’ve gotten in the hobby lately of read- 
ing the help wanted ads in the paper. 
[Laughter] I don’t really read the ads; I 
count the number of pages. And when in 
Washington, in the Washington daily paper 
on Sunday, you pick it up and see 70 full 
pages of those tiny help wanted ads, em- 
ployers looking for people to come to work, 
you know that we’ve done something about 
employment and jobs. 

We’ve come a long way in the last 8 
years, but my friends, my message to you 
today is that everything that we’ve worked 
for these last 8 years, everything, could be 
lost faster than you can say Taxachusetts. 
[Laughter] Our opponents say they’re in 
the tradition of F.D.R., Harry Truman, and 
John Kennedy; but from the economy to 
national defense, they’ve taken positions 
that only a McGovern could love. 

Not long ago, former Defense and 
Energy Secretary James Schlesinger, who 
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served in administrations of both parties, 
wrote that their ticket this year seems to 
be, in Secretary Schlesinger’s words, “vis- 
cerally antimilitary.” They would cut the B- 
1 bomber, the MX missile, our strategic de- 
fense against ballistic missiles, and two car- 
rier battle groups eliminated from our 
Navy. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. In fact, what they plan for 
the Navy is so bad that by the time they get 
through Michael may have to row the boat 
ashore—[laughter|—if Frank [Lautenberg] 
doesn’t sink it first. [Laughter] 

Well, hearing all this, maybe it won’t sur- 
prise you that this year we have a liberal 
candidate whose appointees to his State’s 
supreme court have been described, in the 
words of legal authorities who’ve studied 
their records, as “fervent proponents of the 
liberal social agenda committed to imposing 
it through judicial decree.” 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. They’ve opposed the 
death penalty and mandatory sentences for 
drug dealers. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. My friends, you can’t be 
tough on drugs unless you’re tough on 
crime. They believe that requiring teachers 
to lead classes in the Pledge of Allegiance is 
unconstitutional—— 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. ——and have voted to 
strike down a ban on child pornography. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Well, 've appointed very 
different Justices to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, and so will George Bush. And our 
kind of Justices are the kind that Pete Daw- 
kins won’t fight; he’ll help confirm them. 

Now, you’ve heard the liberals say they’re 
on your side. They’re on your side the way 
the ice was on the side of the whales. For 
example, Pete Dawkins’ opponent refuses 
to rule out higher taxes. He calls higher 
taxes a “last resort,” which in translation 
from politician language to the English lan- 
guage means he’s going to do everything he 
can not to read the next President’s lips. On 
the other hand, if they need it, and many of 
them will, Pete Dawkins will give lip-read- 
ing courses to the entire Congress: “last 
resort” on one side; read my lips, no new 
taxes on the other. Tell me now who’s on 


your side, Pete Dawkins’ liberal opponent 
or Pete Dawkins? 

The Audience. Pete! Pete! Pete! 

The President. | like this audience. Let’s 
try another. Let’s take George Bush’s oppo- 
nent. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Between 1986 and 1987, 
while America as a whole was creating 
more new jobs than the rest of the industri- 
al world put together, under the Governor, 
his State ranked an abysmal 30th among 
our States in the annual rate of total job 
growth. And with yesterday’s papers report- 
ing a State bank account overdrawn by as 
much as $190 million for a month—— 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. The Massachusetts mess is 
getting sloppier and sloppier by the day. 

Audience member. I'm the one that got a 
furlough. [Laughter] 

The President. 1 wish I'd said that. 
[Laughter] 

Now, let me ask you: biggest job growth 
in the industrial world or one of the slower 
rates in the Nation—in a mess like that and 
you tell me, who’s on your side, that liberal 
Governor or George Bush? 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. 1 think I'll take you home 
with me. 

Now, our liberal friends have promised 
that come January the Reagan era is over 
and their era will be just beginning. From 
top to bottom, the election this year is a 
referendum on liberalism. Ours is a system 
of three equal branches of government. 
Two branches, Congress and the President, 
are chosen by election, and the third 
branch, the courts, is chosen by those other 
two. When you vote for a candidate for the 
Senate or the House, you’re voting for the 
direction of the country and the world as 
much as when you vote for President. And 
since we must ride two horses, Congress 
and the President, across every stream, 
shouldn’t they both be going the same way? 
[Applause] Everyone on our ticket led by 
George Bush, Pete Dawkins, and Jim Saxton 
is going the same way. And come to think 
of it, that’s my way, too. 

You know, let me pause here and say a 
word about a man I admire immensely— 
the man I hope will be your next Senator— 
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and the campaign against him. His oppo- 
nent is a far-out liberal who opposes 
Gramm-Rudman, the line-item veto, the 
balanced budget amendment, and in fact 
every move we’ve made to cut spending, 
unless it’s defense spending. He talks tough 
on crime, but he opposes the death penalty. 
All this is bad enough, but there’s some- 
thing more. We’ve seen a new lack of stabil- 
ity creeping into the way the opposition in 
Congress operates. I have to deal with it 
every day, and I believe that, when all is 
said and done, it’s bad for America. You 
won’t normally see most of what I’m talking 
about, but here in this Senate race, Pete 
Dawkins’ opponent has brought that style 
of political fighting back home. 

Pete Dawkins is one of the finest men I 
have ever known. He’s courageous, bril- 
liant, and deeply dedicated to his country. 
He'll work with the new President, not try 
to cut him off at the knees every chance he 
gets. So, I’d ask you: Isn’t it time for the 
voters of this great State to vote for a great 
team, Pete Dawkins and George Bush? [Ap- 
plause) 

The Audience. Pete! Pete! Pete! 

The President. Yes, in the Congress, as 
well as the White House, it all comes down 
to exactly the same thing, and that’s the 
kind of future we want for America, the 
values we believe in, the way we were 
brought up, and a few simple words like 
“freedom” and “family” and “peace” and 
“hope.” I believe that the next 8 years can 
be a time of economic growth and unprece- 
dented hope for America and the world. I 
believe we can see democracy come to 
every nation of Latin America. I believe we 
can continue the progress we’ve made with 
the Soviets. I believe we can move the 
world toward making nuclear terror a thing 
of the past with our Strategic Defense Initi- 
ative, SDI. Now, I believe this is our future 
if we put our Nation in the right hands. 
And who has those hands? Jim Saxton, Pete 
Dawkins, and George Bush are those men. 

This election campaign is not over. The 
only poll that means a thing is the one on 
Election Day. And that’s why it’s so impor- 
tant for you to vote. Not long ago, I did 
something I thought no American President 
would ever have an opportunity to do. 
There in the Moscow Hills, at Moscow State 
University, I addressed Soviet students and 
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told them about the wonder and glory of 
human freedom, individual freedom. Now, 
think of those students. Only if they are 
very lucky and rise high in the Communist 
Party will any one of them have the influ- 
ence on the course of history that each 
American has just by walking into the 
voting booth. 

So, let me ask you one or two more ques- 
tions. And I’m asking for a commitment, so 
if you shout yes, be sure to mean it. This 
coming Tuesday will you show up at the 
polls to vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you get your friends 
and neighbors also to show up at the polls 
to vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you vote for Jim 
Saxton for Congress? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you vote for Pete 
Dawkins for Senate? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. And will you vote for 
George Bush? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. You just made my day 
again. 

But you and I still have work to do. As 
Yogi Berra said, “It ain’t over till it’s over.” 
And this election is a package deal: We 
need to win in both Congress and the 
White House for it to count the way it 
should count. I hope that someday your 
grandchildren will tell of the time that a 
certain President came into town and asked 
their grandparents to join him in setting 
America on the course of the new millenni- 
um, and that a century of peace, prosperity, 
opportunity, and hope followed. 

So, if I could ask you just one last time, on 
Election Day, will you go out there and win 
one for the Gipper? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Thank you. 

I shouldn’t do this, but I’m going to. I just 
did it at the last stop, and it gets to be a 
habit with me. I have a new hobby. I’m 
collecting stories that I can actually prove 
are made up by the people of the Soviet 
Union and told among themselves. And it 
reveals they’ve got a great sense of humor, 
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and they also have a kind of cynical attitude 
towards their system. 

Well, on this recent summit in Moscow, I 
was told one, as we were leaving, that they 
were telling among themselves. They had it 
that Gorbachev and I were in his limousine. 
And my Secret Service chief was with us, 
and his top security agent with him. And 
we were sightseeing. And we came to a 
waterfall, and we all got out to look. And 
Gorbachev said to my Secret Service man, 
“Go ahead, jump. Go over the falls.” And 
he said, “I’ve got a wife and three kids.” 
Well, he turned to his own man then and 
said, “You, jump. Go over the falls.” And he 
did. [Laughter] Well, my man went down 
the rocks around the falls to see if he could 
be of help or.anything and found him down 
there wringing out his clothes. And he said, 
“Why did you do that?” He said, “When he 
told you to jump and go over the falls, why 
did you do that?” The fellow said, “I’ve got 
a wife and three kids.” [Laughter] 

Thank you all, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:26 p.m. at 
Main Street Mall. He was introduced by 
Gov. Thomas H. Kean. In his opening re- 
marks, the President referred to Robert 
Franks, chairman of the State Republican 
Party. At the conclusion of his remarks, the 
President returned to Washington, DC. 
These remarks were not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Appointment of Lauro F. Cavazos as a 
Governor of the Board of Governors of 
the American National Red Cross 


November 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Lauro F. Cavazos to be a 
Governor of the Board of Governors of the 
American National Red Cross for a term of 
3 years. He would succeed Troy Kenneth 
Cribb, Jr. 

Since September 1988 Secretary Cavazos 
has been Secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Education in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this he was president of Texas Tech Univer- 
sity and Texas Tech University Health Sci- 
ences Center, 1980-1988. 


Secretary Cavazos graduated from Texas 
Tech University (B.A., 1949; M.A., 1951) 
and Iowa State University (Ph.D., 1954). He 
was born January 4, 1927, at the King 
Ranch, TX. He served in the U.S. Army, 
1945-1946. He is married, has 10 children, 
and currently resides in Washington, DC. 


Accordance of the Personal Rank of 
Ambassador to Arthur Clement Latno, 
Jr., While Serving as Chairman of the 
United States Delegation to the World 
Administrative Telegraph and 
Telephone Conference 


November 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to accord the personal rank of Ambas- 
sador to Arthur Clement Latno, Jr., in his 
capacity as chairman of the U.S. delegation 
to the World Administrative Telegraph and 
Telephone Conference (WATTC-88). 

Mr. Latno is a veteran of more than 34 
years in the telephone industry. He has 
been executive vice president of the Pacific 
Telesis Group since 1978. From 1975 to 
1978, he was vice president for external af- 
fairs at Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 
and from 1972 to 1975, was elected vice 
president for regulatory matters. Prior to 
this Mr. Latno held numerous other posi- 
tions with Pacific Telephone and Tele- 
graph. 

Mr. Latno graduated from the University 
of Santa Clara (B.A., 1951). He was born 
May 14, 1929, in Ross, CA. He is married, 
has seven children, and resides in San 
Rafael, CA. 


Designation of Julian Joseph Vigneault 
III as United States Commissioner of 
the Arkansas-Oklahoma Arkansas River 
Compact Commission 


November 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to designate Julian Joseph Vigneault III 
as United States Commissioner on the Ar- 
kansas-Oklahoma Arkansas River Compact 
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Commission. He would succeed Sharon: L. 
Shipley. 

Since 1986 Mr. Vigneault has been presi- 
dent of the Vigneault Co. in Little Rock, 
AR. Previously he was a field man for 
Southern States at the National Republican 
Congressional Committee in Washington, 
DC, 1985-1986. 

Mr. Vigneault attended the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock, and the University 
of Arkansas at Fayetteville. He was born 
March 28, 1954, in Furstenfeldbruck, Ger- 
many. He is married, has one child, and 
resides in Little Rock. 


Proclamation 5898—National Teacher 
Appreciation Day, 1988 


November 4, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Education requires devotion and hard 
work from student and teacher alike, and 
good teachers are inseparable from learning 
at any age. Education is a lifelong process 
that benefits individuals and entire commu- 
nities and countries and helps lay the foun- 
dation of the future. We should all express 
our gratitude to the teachers among us who 
seek to offer pupils a thirst for knowledge, a 
solid education, and the inspiration to 
achieve and excel throughout life. 

Teachers do an incalculable amount of 
good as they teach pupils how to study and 
learn; provide instruction in the skills of 
reading, writing, mathematics, languages, 
history, the sciences, and other disciplines; 
and transmit understanding of and appre- 
ciation for the many influences that have 
shaped our land of liberty and justice. 
Teachers do much good as well as they 
offer vocational instruction, continuing edu- 
cation, and education for special needs. By 
word and deed, teachers foster intellectual 
and all-around development; they must do 
so in conjunction with the example and 
guidance parents and families give their 
youngsters. 

Our country’s great teachers often make 
many sacrifices as they fulfill their countless 
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responsibilities. They have earned, and 
truly deserve, the utmost gratitude and 
esteem of students, parents, and community 
members. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
438, has designated November 4, 1988, as 
“National Teacher Appreciation Day” and 
authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 4, 1988, as Na- 
tional Teacher Appreciation Day. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this day with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac- 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:04 a.m., November 4, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was not received in 
time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Proclamation 5899—National 
Farm-City Week, 1988 
November 4, 1988 


By the President of the United States 


of America 
A Proclamation 


Communication systems are the essential 
circuitry of democracy, the lifelines of infor- 
mation and ideas that provide the motive 
power for economic growth, social develop- 
ment, and personal enrichment. Through- 
out our history as a Nation of great size and 
dynamic opportunities, America has relied 
on the creation and extension of new lines 
of communication as a primary means of 
achieving greater cohesion and more rapid 
transfer of knowledge and services. 

During National Farm-City Week, we 
pause to recognize formally this aspect of 
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our heritage and to rededicate ourselves to 
the goal of open and effective communica- 
tion between rural and urban people, 
groups, and institutions. The pace of change 
in this regard has been truly extraordinary 
over the past century—with, for example, 
rural free delivery, the telephone, radio, 
and television. From the vantage point of 
the late 20th century, it may be hard for us 
to imagine how significant these and other 
developments in urban-rural communica- 
tion actually were. 

Advances in communication are even 
more vital today, when an average of 112 
people rely on a single American farmer for 
their supply of food and fiber and agricul- 
ture is the focus of increasing international 
commerce and competition. The range of 
agricultural issues has grown, too, to include 
public concern over the environment, rec- 
reational areas, water, wildlife, food safety 
and nutrition, and, of course, the productiv- 
ity and profitability of farming itself Fortu- 
nately, new means of communication are 
facilitating the rapid transfer of the ever 
more complex data needed to support our 
Nation’s thriving mix of urban and rural 
activity. From satellites to on-line communi- 
cations, from specialized newsletters to gen- 
eral trade publications, America’s city- 
dwellers and farm families have an array of 
impressive new tools for sharing the fruits 
of their intelligence and their labor in the 
pursuit of a better life for all. 

For the past 34 years, the theme of 
urban-rural dialogue and communication 
has been a regular part of our national cele- 
bration of Thanksgiving Week. Let us pause 
again this year to acknowledge our grati- 
tude for the bounty of energy and inven- 
tion God has bestowed upon our land. 

Now, therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of November 
18-24, 1988, as National Farm-City Week. I 
call upon all Americans to join in recogniz- 
ing the importance of communication be- 
tween rural and urban areas and in acclaim- 
ing the collaborative accomplishments of 
our productive farmers and urban residents. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 


eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:05 a.m., November 4, 1988) 


Note: The proclamation was not received in 
time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Upcoming National, State, and Local 
Elections 

November 5, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

After a vibrant and fractious and exciting 
year, we will at last be going to the polls on 
Tuesday and exercising our most important 
right: the right to choose our future, the 
right to vote. There’s nothing more glorious 
than the blessing that is our God-given free- 
dom to choose those who will lead us, and 
there’s no sight more moving than a lone 
American walking to that voting booth, 
casting a ballot in secret, and thereby deter- 
mining the destiny of this great country. 

And make no mistake: The choice this 
year at the top of the ballot is crucial. Don’t 
listen to the cynical pundits who tell you 
this election isn’t about the issues. Oh, yes, 
it is. In fact, it’s about more than the issues: 
It’s about the direction this country’s going 
to take over the next 4 years and beyond. 
It’s about the kind of economy we want, 
the kind of defense we want, the kind of 
values we want. 

The choice is yours. But, yes, my fellow 
Americans, there is a choice, a very, very 
important choice. A vote for Vice President 
George Bush is a vote for optimism, an ex- 
pression of faith in the American experi- 
ment. It’s an endorsement of what we’ve 
done these past 8 years, and of our heartfelt 
promise that tomorrow and the days to 
come will be brighter still. 

No one knows better than a man who has 
sought the highest office in this land what 
an awesome responsibility it is to be the 
vessel of change, the selection of a people 
in control of their present and their future. 
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It’s truly humbling. And I'd like once again 
to thank all of you who placed your faith in 
me, and I’d like to tip my hat to those who 
supported others, but took their responsibil- 
ity as citizens of a democratic society seri- 
ously and with care. I have heard your 
voices, like those before me and those after 
me. I have heard your voices, and I hope I 
have justified your faith. 

You know the two men who wish to suc- 
ceed me on Tuesday. You know, also, so 
many others. Tens of thousands of candi- 
dates on State and !ocal and school board 
ballots from Hawaii to Maine. And there 
are ballot propositions on issues from gun 
control to the size of cows’ stalls. And, yes, 
every one of these choices is vital. Every 
one is crucial. Every one gives you an op- 
portunity to say, This is what I want the 
future to look like. This is the country I 
want to live in. And I believe you must take 
every choice, from county sheriff to Presi- 
dent of the United States, with equal seri- 
ousness. That’s because our system depends 
upon you, every single one of you. 

Alexander Hamilton, one of our Founding 
Fathers, said it best: “No laws have any va- 
lidity or binding force without the consent 
and approbation of the people.” Well, what 
we've learned in the course of human histo- 
ry is that dictators may coerce, and tyrants 
may control, but the people who obey them 
do so only because they are threatened 
with bodily harm to themselves or their 
families if they do not. These societies are 
not just, and they’re not good. And perhaps 
most telling, they do not work. They do not 
work because the people have no voice. 
They have no say. Their elections are cyni- 
cal frauds, sick jokes. Did you know that in 
the most recent election in the Stalinist 
nation of Albania, the vote tally was 
1,820,652 to 1? Yes, without the fundamen- 
tal freedom of the right to choose, hope 
disintegrates, expectations for the future 
suffer, and life itself becomes gray and 
dreary. And that means a weak economy, 
low standards of living, high infant mortali- 
ty, and general gloom. 

Now, compare that kind of society with 
the democratic societies where the last two 
centuries have seen the expansion of oppor- 
tunity and freedom, steady increases in 
standards of living, and a constant belief 
that things will get only better. And why? 
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Because we who live in democracy are all 
our own masters, and we know that the 
future is ours to build and that the only 
limits upon us are those we place on our- 
selves. 

You can imagine how very moved I was 
last May to be in the Lenin Hills at a 
podium before an audience of students at 
Moscow State University speaking to them 
about the wonder and glory of human free- 
dom, individual freedom. Think of those 
students. Only if they’re very lucky and rise 
high in the Communist Party will any one 
of them ever have the influence on the 
course of their country’s history and world 
history that each of you can have just by 
going into the voting booth. 

So, my fellow Americans, on Tuesday, 
breathe in the intoxicating air of human 
freedom in every polling place and voting 
booth in this nation and reaffirm the words 
in the Declaration of Independence: “All 
men are created equal.” 

Thank you. And until next week, God 
bless you, and God bless America. 


Note: The President’s address was recorded 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Oval Office at the White 
House for broadcast at 12:06 p.m. on No- 
vember 5. 


Remarks at a Republican Presidential 
Campaign Rally in Mount Clements, 
Michigan 

November 5, 1988 


The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
And now that I won’t be doing it for myself 
after January, I think I will start raising a 
holler that they ought to get rid of that law 
because it’s an infringement on your right 
to vote for who you want to vote for. 

President Lorenzo, John Engler, Gover- 
nor Romney, Ronna, and thank you Jack 
Kemp for that great introduction. I know, 
ladies and gentlemen, it’s no surprise that 
Jack Kemp is here in Michigan talking to all 
of you with his characteristic vigor and hon- 
esty and excitement. Jack Kemp, who was 
first campaigning on the idea of tax cuts 
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back in the seventies—he had an enormous 
impact on government policy in American 
politics. And, Jack, for just a young fellow, 
you've had a brilliant past, but I’m willing 
to predict in your case the best is yet to 
come. 

I’d like also to add a special thanks to the 
bands performing today. You kids did your- 
selves proud. Now, you don’t mind my call- 
ing you kids, do you, but at my age I think I 
can. Now, incidentally, will all of you young 
people promise me you'll do all of America 
proud and just say no to drugs? [Applause] 

Well, as you’ve been told already, I’m 
here today on behalf of a great candidate 
for the Presidency of the United States. But 
before I even mention his name, I want to 
ask each one of you: Will you give George 
Bush the kind of support he needs in the 
Congress by sending Doug Carl to Con- 
gress? [Applause] And will you help George 
Bush by putting Jim Dunn in the United 
States Senate? [Applause] 

And it’s great to be back here at Macomb 
Community College, a college that is the 
third biggest institution of higher learning 
in this great State, the kind of college that 
lives up to its name because it’s the pride of 
this community just as it’s the pride of 
Michigan. And, yes, it’s great to be in 
Michigan again. I’m here because I love 
your people and I love your State. 

The Audience. We love you! We love you! 
We love you! 

The President. Well, it’s mutual. 

Well, that’s another reason I’ve come 
here today. We’re now at the end of a long 
political journey that marks for me my last 
campaign as an officeholder. Nancy and I 
are so proud to have had the chance to 
serve all of you in Washington. And I’m 
proud to be here in Michigan and Macomb 
County with a special word, what I hope is 
an uplifting word to all of you in the closing 
hours of this campaign. It’s always some- 
thing to get out of Washington and on the 
campaign trail and get the chance to see 
heartland America and all of your hopeful, 
shining faces. 

You know, it wasn’t so very long ago that 
all I had to do to start an unfriendly campus 
riot was show up. [Laughter] And now on 
campaign stop after campaign stop, in State 
after State, I’ve seen so many young Ameri- 
cans, like yourselves, coming out to say 


hello. And today I just wanted all of you to 
know how delighted and grateful I am for 
that. If you ask me, as Robert Palmer has 
been singing recently, you are simply irre- 
sistible. That’s why I’m glad to be here 
today and why I’ve been so glad to be on so 
many campuses around the country. 

You see, people my age do deeply believe 
that it is our duty to turn over to you the 
same opportunity and freedom that our 
parents and grandparents handed on to us. 
And when we look at you, when we see 
your openness and your enthusiasm for 
America and for life itself, it gives us heart, 
the kind of heart it’s taken to fight and win 
this long campaign. 

George Bush has that kind of heart. He 
has it because he cares about your future. 
He knows how far we’ve come in the past 8 
years, and he doesn’t want to see it squan- 
dered or thrown away. Throughout our his- 
tory, whenever this great and blessed land 
has searched for true leadership, it has 
found it, and this year is no exception. I’ve 
worked more closely with George Bush 
these two terms than with any other 
member of the administration. I’ve seen 
him keep a cool head in hot crises. I’ve seen 
his leadership and vision. I’ve given him 
some of the most sensitive and difficult 
tasks that we’ve had, and he has never let 
me or the country down. 

When you ask who led the fight to lift 
excessive regulations off the shoulders of 
America’s economy or who reassured our 
allies about deployment of INF missiles and 
set the stage for the INF treaty or who ran 
the initial policy meetings that led to our 
rescue of Grenada, or when you ask which 
candidate for President is on your side and 
America’s side, George Bush is that man. 

When I mentioned first those excessive 
regulations—that was one of the first chores 
I gave him. I asked him to head up a task 
force to see how much we could reduce the 
Federal regulations imposed on the people. 
Well, they finished their task, and I think 
you might like to know that the regulations 
that they eliminated have led to a savings 
of paperwork imposed on you and on com- 
munities and States for the Federal Govern- 
ment that we estimate amounts to 600 mil- 
lion man-hours a year of paperwork that 
you don’t have to do anymore. 
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You know, I have a little incident that 
explains what it used to be like when there 
was all that paper. There was a fellow in 
Washington—this is absolutely true—whose 
position was to receive papers and docu- 
ments and then decide where they were to 
go in the Government. And one day he 
received one that was classified “Secret.” 
But it came to him, so he read it, decided 
where it should go, initialed it, and sent it 
on. Twenty-four hours later it came back to 
him with a memorandum attached that 
says, “You weren’t supposed to see this. 
Erase your initials—(/aughter|—and initial 
the erasure.” [Laughter]. 

George Bush knows the importance of 
the values expressed in the Pledge of Alle- 
giance. He cares that courts won’t allow 
children in public schools to open their day 
with a simple, silent voluntary prayer. He 
believes that we must have judges on our 
courts who interpret the law and don’t try 
to legislate and who care not just about the 
rights of the criminals but about those of 
the victims of crime. 

And that’s just why I want George Bush 
to be the next President of the United 
States. You know, I once said that he was a 
great Vice President. But I know, and I’ve 
seen that it didn’t come easily. George Bush 
is a man of action, a man accustomed to 
command. The Vice Presidency doesn’t fit 
easily on such a man. But George Bush is 
also a patriot, so he made it fit, and he 
served with distinction no one has ever 
matched in that position. 

And that’s why I’m here today: to bring 
home the simple fact that all the progress 
we’ve made is on the line. Today’s activities 
are part of a get-out-the-vote campaign. 
And I just want to tell each one of you to go 
to the polls on Tuesday and get your friends 
to go, too, to cast their and your votes for 
George Bush—and, again, to remember 
your great congressional candidate, Doug 
Carl, and a man who will make a great 
United States Senator, Jim Dunn. 

You see, way back in August, on the day I 
arrived in New Orleans for the Republican 
Convention, I said the one thing George 
Bush and our party had to do was get our 
message out to the people who live in 
places like Macomb County, the people 
who gave us our great victories in 1980 and 
1984. And I noted a line by our opposition 
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that very few people had noticed, a line in 
which George Bush’s opponent said this was 
an election about competence, not ideology. 
Well, I said then that that line was nothing 
but a smokescreen to hide the liberal 
agenda the opposition was going to force on 
Americans if it was elected. And that’s why 
everywhere I’ve gone I’ve said that, from 
top to bottom, from President to Congress 
to local office, especially here in Michigan, 
the election this year is a referendum on 
liberalism—or whether we let George 
Bush’s opponent take America where 
America doesn’t want to go. Yes, the choice 
before the American people this year is just 
as clear as it was in 1980 and 1984: a choice 
between, on the one hand, liberal policies 
of tax and spend, economic stagnation, 
international weakness, and always, always 
“blame America first”; and on the other 
hand, what we believe: the policies of limit- 
ed government, economic growth, individ- 
ual opportunity, a strong defense, and 
always “I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America.” 

You know, the fact is a lot of Democrats 
around the country are saying that their 
party leadership has swung so far to the 
left, so far out of the mainstream, that the 
national Democratic leadership has lost 
touch with the rank and file of the Demo- 
cratic Party. Now, I’m a former Democrat, 
and I have to say: I didn’t leave my party; 
my party left me. 

Now, whether it’s their opposition to vol- 
untary prayer in school, support for gun 
control, or the left-wing judges appointed in 
a State like Massachusetts, or a weak-kneed 
defense policy, their views can only be de- 
scribed by the dreaded “L” word: liberal, 
liberal, liberal. That once-proud party of 
hope and affirmation has become the party 
of obstruction and negativism. The party of 
F.D.R. and Harry Truman has become the 
party of McGovern and Carter and Mon- 
dale and Dukakis. The party of “yes” has 
become the party of “no.” Well, the liberal 
leadership of the Democratic Party in 
Washington has been saying no to the rank- 
and-file Democrats of Michigan, and now 
it’s time for you to start saying no to them 
by saying yes to George Bush and the 
entire Republican ticket. 
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You know, violent crime has fallen signifi- 
cantly since 1981 because George and I put 
criminals on notice. We said: Make a false 
move, and the next sound you hear is the 
clang of a jail cell door slamming shut. But 
in this election, one of the candidates be- 
lieves that no matter how horrible or brutal 
the crime, he opposes capital punishment. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Well, if you ask me, there 

are no Americans braver and no citizens 
more precious than the men and women 
who guard us: our State and local police. 
And George Bush and I stand behind them 
all the way, as I know you do. And that’s 
why George and I believe that for horrible 
crimes, like a drug dealer who murders a 
policeman in cold blood—that kind of killer 
deserves and should receive the death pen- 
alty. 
And then there’s the issue of defense. 
Look at the accomplishments of the last 8 
years. We’re once again respected in the 
world. Our armed forces are strong, and 
America is at peace. We and our NATO 
allies stood firm in the face of Soviet mis- 
siles pointing at the heart of Europe and 
Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got the message. 
He did business because he knew we meant 
business. And we still mean business. 

None of our triumphs—no, not one— 
would have happened if the liberals had 
had their way. There would have been no 
INF treaty or rollback in Afghanistan or 
democratic revolutions around the globe. 
They opposed rebuilding our military de- 
fenses, and even today they want to cancel 
out two carrier battle groups from our 
Navy. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. They have a defense 
policy only a McGovern could love. And 
what they’ve planned for the Navy is so bad 
that by the time they get finished Michael 
might have to row the boat ashore. 

They opposed the liberation of Grenada. 
They opposed the blow we struck against 
terrorist Libya. They oppose our policy of 
helping freedom fighters advance the cause 
of liberty around the world. George Bush 
and I did all these things, and I'll tell you 
proudly right now: We’d both do every 
single one of them over again. 

What they’re proposing is not the defense 
policies of a Harry Truman or an F.D.R. 


The liberals have stolen the Democratic 
Party away from its heritage. As I say, I 
know because I once was one of them. And 
the truth is that when the left took over the 
Democratic Party, many rank-and-file 
Democrats like me who were inspired by 
F.D.R. and Harry Truman took over the 
Republican Party. So, I want to ask those of 
you some people call Reagan Democrats to 
join with me and come home with me 
today. Come home to me and George Bush. 

I just happen to think America’s on a roll. 
We've just received the October unemploy- 
ment numbers, and I’m delighted to report 
it’s 5.2 percent. That’s the best it’s been in 
more than 14 years. And this is the message 
we're going to be taking to every home in 
America: the future is bright, and it’s get- 
ting brighter because we’ve been bringing 
good jobs and hopes and opportunity to all 
the citizens in this country. In just the 
month of October, we Americans created 
323,000 new jobs. Now, that brings the total 
number of jobs we’ve created in this coun- 
try since the recovery began nearly 6 years 
ago to 18.4 million. And let me also add—I 
thought this might want to interest the 
people in Macomb County—that for the 
first 10 months of this year, average domes- 
tic auto sales are up from 1987. 

So, we’ve got to do all we can to get our 
message out. We must guard against com- 
placency and overconfidence. This election 
isn’t over yet, not by a long shot. And as 
Winston Churchill once said: We must con- 
tinue the struggle until victory is won. 

Now, let me take a little opinion poll of 
my own. Will you make sure to turn out for 
the Republican ticket for State legislative 
candidates Steve Ainner, David Jaye, Bob 
McDonald, Bob Perakis, Roman Kulchitsky, 
and Terry London on November 8th? [Ap- 
plause} Will you give the next President the 
Congress he needs by voting for Jim Dunn 
and Doug Carl on November 8th? [Ap- 
plause.| Will you send a message to the lib- 
eral leadership of the Democratic Party in 
Washington by voting for George Bush? 
[Applause] 

Yes, my friends, when you accept the 
blessing of every American—it’s the right to 
vote—when you go into that voting booth, 
you're not only choosing the direction this 
country will take for the next 4 years, 
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you’re casting a vote for your children, and 
your children’s children. It’s critically im- 
portant that the fate of our great nation be 
placed in the capable, strong, and still 
gentle hands of a man who has been a hero 
in war and a leader in peace, a friend to me 
and to all Americans. Yes, there’s only one 
man I trust to bring this country forward, 
ever forward, toward its destiny of great- 
ness. And so, I ask you on November 8th to 
make George Bush the next President of 
the United States. 

So, now one last favor: Will you do it for 
me—especially all of you independents and 
rank-and-file Democrats—will you go out 
and win this one for the Gipper? [Applause] 

Thank you all, and God bless you all. 


[At this point, the President was given a 
cardboard donkey by State Senator Gil Din- 
ello.] 


Thank you very much. And I know when 
I tell the story of this to George, he’s going 
to be a very happy man. But I’m so grateful 
to you for what you have just said and what 
all of you are doing. Again, I thank you all 
very much. This is a great day. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:34 p.m. in 
the Physical Education Center at Macomb 
Community College. In his opening te- 
marks, he referred to Albert Lorenzo, presi- 
dent of the college; State Senator John 
Engler; former Governor, George Romney; 
and Ronna Romney, national Republican 
committeewoman and cochairman of the 
Bush-Quayle Campaign Committee ” the 
State of Michigan. 


Remarks at a Republican Party Rally in 
Mesquite, Texas 
November 5, 1988 


The President. Thank you, Phil, and 
thank you all very much. And a special 
hello and thank you, George Bush, Jr., and a 
special long-time friend, Martha Weisend. 
Greetings also to the State GOP Chairman, 
Fred Meyer. It’s great to be here at the 
world-famous Mesquite Rodeo. 

You know, I keep a special place deep in 
my heart for Texas—for every cowpoke or 
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wildcatter, astronaut or rancher, and every 
man, woman, and child who remembers the 
Alamo and knows the story of the battle of 
San Jacinto. You deserve to be proud of this 
great Republic, and you have the right to 
enjoy the beautiful flower and sweet fra- 
grance of that Yellow Rose of Texas. Speak- 
ing for Nancy and myself, I can tell you, 
from El Paso to Texarkana, from the top of 
the Panhandle to the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, and clear through the middle of 
the great Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, 
there’s nothing we’d like better than to 
“Waltz Across Texas With You.” 

The Lone Star State is actually the State 
of many stars: Governor Bill Clements; Sen- 
ator Phil Gramm; former Senator John 
Tower; Congressman and Senate Candidate 
Beau Boulter; Congressional candidate Lon 
Williams; Railroad Commissioner Kent 
Hance; Chief Justice Tom Phillips; and a 
very special friend of mine, the Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, George Bush. 

Now, you know, with this great reception 
you’ve given me and the way this Republi- 
can wagon train is rolling, it’s hard to be- 
lieve that once upon a time to be a Republi- 
can around here felt a little bit like being 
Gary Cooper in “High Noon”—{laughter|— 
outnumbered in a big way. You know, I 
remember a story of a fellow who was 
down kind of in the ranch and farm area 
here. He was running for office as a Repub- 
lican. This was some years ago. He came by 
a farm, saw a fellow out there, said at least 
get in a lick with him. And when the 
farmer heard he was a Republican, his jaw 
dropped, and he said, “Wait right here 
while I go get Ma. She’s never seen a Re- 
publican before.” [Laughter] So, he went to 
get her. And the candidate, looking around, 
thought, Well, when they come back, I'll 
give them a little Republican speech. When 
he couldn’t find any platform—well, the 
only thing he could find was a pile of that 
stuff that Bess Truman took 35 years trying 
to get Harry to call fertilizer. [Laughter] So, 
he got up on the mound. There he was 
when they came back, and he made his 
little speech. And at the end of it, the 
farmer said, “That’s the first time I ever 
heard a Republican speech.” And the candi- 
date said, “That’s the first time I’ve ever 
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given a Republican speech from a Demo- 
cratic platform.” [Laughter] 

Well, all that, as they say, is history—or 
should I say, ancient history, which at my 
age is a subject that I’m regarded as an 
expert in. [Laughter] But I’ve come here 
today to talk about the future, and there’s 
no better place to do that than Texas. 
That’s because no one in America under- 
stands more clearly than you that today 
America stands on the brink of an era of 
national greatness that will exceed anything 
that any country on Earth has ever known 
before. And that’s certainly true here in 
Texas. 

But while we eagerly look to the future, 
the naysayers, the liberal fear-mongers, and 
the Washington gloom-and-doom-ocrats— 
[Laughter|—talk about how they plan to 
manage America’s decline. But tell me, do 
you believe that this, the greatest Nation on 
Earth, is in decline? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Would you agree with me 
that the greatest chapters in America’s story 
haven’t yet been written? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. The truth is that to a 
degree never before seen in human history, 
one nation, the United States, has become 
the model to be followed and imitated by 
the rest of the world. Nation after nation is 
turning to democracy. Heads of state from 
all over the world, when they see me now, 
tell me about their plans for reducing taxes 
and doing the things that we’ve already 
done. Our economic recipe has become the 
world’s model. Communism is in retreat, 
and freedom is on the march around the 
world. And, yes, American culture and 
technology dominate the world to such a 
degree that from television’s “Dallas” to 
Disneyland to the space shuttle Discovery, 
an entire planet is watching and following 
us. And, yes, America truly is the envy of 
the world. 

Now, I know that during the Vice Presi- 
dential debate the liberal opposition 
laughed and snickered when Dan Quayle 
said that America is the envy of the world, 
but they’re going to get their answer soon. 
You see, the election this year, from top to 
bottom, from President to Congress to rail- 
road commissioner to State supreme court 
and State legislature, especially here in 


Texas, is a referendum on liberalism. And 
I've got a hunch that where the liberals 
want to take America—backwards—the 
American people and the people of Texas 
don’t want to go. 

Yes, the choice before the American 
people this year is just as clear as it was in 
1980 and 1984: A choice between, on the 
one hand, liberal policies of tax and spend; 
gun control; economic stagnation; interna- 
tional weakness; and always, always “blame 
America first”; and on the other hand, what 
we believe—the policies of limited govern- 
ment, economic growth, individual opportu- 
nity, a strong defense, firmness with the 
Soviets, and always, always “I pledge Alle- 
giance to the flag of the United States of 
America.” 

This is a chance to vote for the values 
that make America great and for the poli- 
cies that turned this country around. I know 
that times have not been easy in Texas the 
last 3 years. But our national recovery has 
taken hold here, and we’re going to keep it 
going until Texas becomes a roaring engine 
of prosperity to lead America forward and 
the Lone Star lights up the sky. 

But our opposition would derail this re- 
covery faster than you can say “tax hike.” 
[Laughter] When we took office 8 years 
ago, America was in the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression: double- 
digit inflation, interest rates of 21 percent, 
taxes and spending out of control. But we 
cut taxes, slashed inflation by two-thirds, 
sliced interest rates in half, and today 
America is in the longest peacetime expan- 
sion ever recorded. We’re going into our 
72d month. And since the expansion began, 
we've createc—I’ve got the latest one, 
Phil—it’s 14.4 million new jobs. And they’re 
good jobs, three-quarters of them the kind 
that pay between $20,000 and $50,000 a 
year, or even more. In the State of Texas, 
real personal income is up by 10 percent. 
And today in America, a greater proportion 
of our population is employed than ever 
before in the history of the United States. 

Now, I know we see that unemployment 
rate, but there’s always going to be an un- 
employment rate. There are always going 
to be people who, on their own, are volun- 
tarily between jobs. And there are always 
going to be newcomers coming into the job 
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market. But what I learned since I’ve been 
here is that the statisticians consider the 
potential employment pool of the United 
States everyone, male and female, from the 
age of 16 and up. That includes all those 
millions still getting an education, those re- 
tirees who are out there on the golf course. 
But that’s the potential pool. Well, today 
62.7 percent of that entire population pool 
are employed. 

Now, lately, some liberals have been 
saying that they’re on your side. I guess 
they think that will make it easier for them 
to reach their hand around and put it in 
your pocket. [Laughter] But you know, 
we’ve worked much too hard to cut your 
taxes to let our opponents come into office 
and raise them all over again and undo all 
our progress. So, if you care about fiscal 
responsibility—that means keeping the lib- 
erals from stealing your wallet—here’s all 
you need to do on election day: Step into 
the voting booth, put your hand on the Re- 
publican lever, and say right out loud, 
“Read my lips: No new taxes.” 

In fact, a lot of Democrats around the 
country are saying that their party leader- 
ship has swung so far to the left, so far out 
of the mainstream, that the national Demo- 
cratic leadership has lost touch with the 
rank-and-file of the party. Whether it’s 
higher taxes, their opposition to school 
prayer, the appointment of left-wing judges, 
or a weak-kneed defense policy that only a 
McGovern could love, their views can only 
be described by the dreaded “L” word: lib- 
eral, liberal, liberal. 

First, let’s talk about crime and the right 
to bear arms. Our team believes that law- 
abiding people who want to protect their 
home and family have a constitutional right 
to own guns. But the liberals favor gun con- 
trol. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. In fact, our same oppo- 
nents who are saying in Texas that they 
won’t take away your guns, in other cities 
in the country are running political radio 
ads attacking us because we oppose gun 
control. When it comes to gun control, the 
liberals and our team disagree. Now, you 
tell me—and let me hear the answer—do 
you believe the liberals are on your side? 

The Audience. No! 
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The President. We believe in strong 
judges who respect the Constitution and 
who are serious about fighting crime. Vio- 
lent crime has fallen sharply in this country 
since 1981—I don’t know why I picked that 
year—{/aughter|—because we put criminals 
on notice. We said: Make a false move, and 
the next sound you hear is the clang of a jail 
cell door slamming shut. 

The liberals say they’re on your side, 
even when no matter how horrible or 
brutal the crime, they oppose capital pun- 
ishment. Is that the side you’re on? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. 1 didn’t think so. [Laugh- 
ter] Well, if you ask me, there are no Amer- 
icans braver and no citizens more precious 
than the men and women who guard us: 
our State and local police. And George 
Bush, Tom Phillips, and I stand behind 
them all the way because we’re on their 
side. Unlike liberals, we believe that when a 
drug dealer murders a policeman in cold 
blood that kind of killer deserves and 
should receive the death sentence. 

On school prayer—we’re for it; they’re 
against it. But the self-proclaimed liberals 
say they’re on your side. I say that they’re 
so way out on the far-left side that if this 
were a football game the opposition would 
be called off-side. Actually, they wouldn’t 
even be off-side; they’d be over the side- 
lines, which is where we’re going to send 
them come election day. 

I want to take a moment to say some- 
thing to the mainstream rank-and-file 
Democrats here today. You know I’m a 
former Democrat. And it’s often said that 
the once proud Democratic Party of Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt and Harry Truman is 
dead and gone, that the leadership of the 
Democratic Party has been taken over by 
the left. The party of F.D.R. and Harry 
Truman couldn’t be killed. The party that 
represents people like you and me, that 
represents the majority of Americans, that 
party hasn’t disappeared. The fact is it’s 
stronger than ever. You see, the secret is 
that when the left took over the Democrat- 
ic Party leadership, we took over the Re- 
publican Party. We made the Republican 
Party into the party of working people; the 
family; the neighborhood; the defense of 
freedom, and, yes, the American flag and 
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the Pledge of Allegiance to “one nation 
under God.” So, you see, the party that so 
many of us grew up with still exists, except 
today it’s called the Republican Party. And 
I’m asking all of you to come home and join 
me: Come home to the Republican Party. 

Let me just interject here, if I will. My 
first vote was cast in 1932 for Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. Do you know what plat- 
form he ran on? Reduce Federal spending 
by 25 percent. Eliminate useless Boards and 
Commissions. And return to the local com- 
munities, the people, and the States the au- 
thority and autonomy that had been unjust- 
ly seized by the Federal Government. Well, 
which party today is running on that kind 
of platform? Ours. 

The fact is, the old Texas Republic is fast 
becoming the new Republican Texas. And 
it’s former Democrats who are making that 
happen, conservatives who’ve come home, 
people like Phil Gramm and Kent Hance 
and you and me. This year a record 1 mil- 
lion Texans voted in the Republican pri- 
mary. 

You see, today there really is a difference 
between the leadership of the two parties. 
My friend Phil Gramm knows that personal- 
ly. The left-wing Democratic leadership in 
Washington expects its members to take 
orders and support its radical agenda. Phil 
changed parties and became a Republican 
so he could work for the working people of 
Texas and be a champion of freedom. On 
Election Day, just by voting for the whole 
Republican ticket, you can be a champion 
of freedom, too. Here in Mesquite, you can 
say no to the liberal Democrats by electing 
Lon Williams to Congress. And that will 
give Dick Armey, Steve Bartlett, and Joe 
Barton the help they need in Washington. 
And you know, there’s only one man in this 
election who really wants to join Phil 
Gramm as the other Senator from Texas, 
and that man is Beau Boulter. And, yes, it’s 
Chief Justice Tom Phillips and the Republi- 
can candidates for the Texas supreme court 
who want to clean it up and believe that in 
Texas justice is not for sale. So, remember 
again, it’s Beau Boulter, Lon Williams, Kent 
Hance, Tom Phillips, and Vice President 
George Bush. This is the team that is on 
your side. 

And one of the issues where there’s the 
biggest difference is defense. Just look at 


what Vice President Bush and I have done 
over the last 8 years. Today we’re once 
again respected in the world. Our Armed 
Forces are strong, and America is at peace. 
We and our NATO allies stood firm in the 
face of Soviet missiles pointing at the heart 
of Europe and Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got 
the message. He did business because he 
knew we meant business. And we still mean 
business. 

But I know there’ve been some people 
that have worried a little about Gorbachev 
and me in these summit meetings. And 
they think maybe I’m kind of—well, I’ve 
gotten a little easier here. But I just want 
you to know I made it plain to him from 
the very beginning with an old American 
saying: Trust everyone, but cut the cards. 

But none of our triumphs—no, not one— 
could have happened if the liberals had 
their way. There would have been no INF 
treaty or rollback in Afghanistan or demo- 
cratic victories around the globe. They op- 
posed rebuilding our military defenses and 
even today they want to cancel out of the 
Navy two carrier battle groups. What 
they’re planning for the Navy is so bad that 
by the time they get finished Michael will 
have to row the boat ashore. 

No, they opposed the liberation of Grena- 
da. They opposed the raid on terrorist 
Libya. They oppose our policy of helping 
freedom fighters fight communism and ad- 
vance the cause of liberty around the 
world. There is a sign behind you on that. 
George and I did all those things, and I'll 
tell you proudly right now: We’d both do 
every single one of them over again. 

Yes, these have been a great 8 years, but 
America’s greatest days are still to come. 
For me, this trip to Texas is very special. 
The election is in just 3 days, and I’m on 
my final campaign swing. And although, 
come January, I’m going to be riding off 
into the sunset, I feel a little like I’m on the 
ballot myself this year; because on Election 
Day what you're really choosing is more 
than a slate of candidates—it’s a vision of 
America, a dream we share. You know, I 
can’t think of a better place than the Mes- 
quite Rodeo to ask you this question: If you 
have to change horses in midstream, 
doesn’t it make sense to get on one that’s 
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going the same direction you are? [Ap- 
plause] 

Yes, America has saddled up, and we’re 
riding into the future. We’re keeping a 
promise that is as old as this land we love 
and as big as the sky. It’s the vision of creat- 
ing a new nation of free people, a country 
that would be a light unto the Nation and a 
shining city on a hill. On November 8th, 
the people of Texas will have the chance to 
vote their children the brightest future the 
world has ever known and to elect a proud 
Texan as the next President of the United 
States. Let’s also elect the strong, conserva- 
tive team that he and Governor Clements 
need. 

Yes, some say that it’s time for a change. 
Well, you’ve heard it already. We are the 
change. It began 8 years ago, and now is 
the time to keep the change alive. So, let’s 
remember what Yogi Berra said: “It isn’t 
over till it’s over’—no complacency, no 
overconfidence. We need you all to work. 
We need you to put on your spurs and to 
ride with us. And if you would, I hope you'll 
win just one more for the Gipper. Let’s do 
all this together for America. 

And thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. at 
the Mesquite Rodeo Arena. He was intro- 
duced by Senator Phil Gramm. In his tre- 
marks, the President referred to Martha 
Weisend, a longtime Republican leader in 
Dallas, and Representatives Richard K. 
Armey, Steven Bartlett, and Joe Barton. At 
the conclusion of his remarks, the President 
returned to Washington, DC. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Children’s Television Act of 1988 


November 5, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of H.R. 
3966, the “Children’s Television Act of 
1988.” This bill would limit the amount of 
advertising during children’s television pro- 
grams to between 10% and 12 minutes per 
hour. It would also require the Federal 
Communications Commission, when re- 
viewing an application for renewal of a tele- 
vision broadcast license, to consider wheth- 
er the broadcaster has “served the educa- 
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tional and informational needs of ‘children 
in its overall programming.” 

This Administration has firmly supported 
the reestablishment of government and pri- 
vate sector policies sensitive to the needs of 
children and of the family. While I applaud 
efforts to increase the amount and quality 
of children’s television programming, the 
Constitution simply does not empower the 
Federal Government to oversee the pro- 
gramming decisions of broadcasters in the 
manner prescribed by this bill. 

Conditioning license renewals upon the 
Federal Government’s determination as to 
the adequacy of a licensee’s programming 
would violate the First Amendment. It 
would inhibit broadcasters from offering in- 
novative programs that do not fit neatly 
into regulatory categories and discourage 
the creation of programs that might not sat- 
isfy the tastes of agency officials responsible 
for considering license renewals. 

The bill’s limitation on advertising reve- 
nue for certain types of programming 
places the Federal Government in the inap- 
propriate position of favoring certain kinds 
of programming over others. This type of 
government regulation may well under- 
mine its stated purpose by discouraging 
commercial networks from financing qual- 
ity children’s programming. In addition, it 
raises constitutiona issues both by virtue of 
the difficulty of defining “children’s televi- 
sion programming” in a manner consistent 
with the Supreme Court’s proscription of 
either overinclusive or underinclusive regu- 
lation of speech and by virtue of the mani- 
fest incongruence between the stated pur- 
pose of the provision and the means chosen 
to effectuate it. See Posadas de Puerto Rico 
Associates v. Tourism Company of Puerto 
Rico, 106 S. Ct. 2968, 2977 (1986). 

The bill simply cannot be reconciled with 
the freedom of expression secured by our 
Constitution. Moreover, despite its laudable 
goals, it is likely to be counterproductive. 
Accordingly, I am compelled to disapprove 
this measure. 

No policy concerns can override the re- 
quirements of the First Amendment. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 5, 1988. 
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Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 
pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Nursing Shortage Reduction and 
Education Extension Act of 1988 


November 5, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of H.R. 
4833, the “Nursing Shortage Reduction and 
Education Extension Act of 1988,” because 
I signed its provisions into law on Friday, 
November 4, 1988, as Title VII of S. 2889, 
the “Health Omnibus Programs Extension 
of 1988.” 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 5, 1988. 


Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 
pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. 


Proclamation 5900—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Month, 1988 


November 5, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Alzheimer’s disease ranks among the 
most severe of afflictions, because it strips 
people of their memory and judgment and 
robs them of the essence of their personal- 
ities. As the brain progressively deterio- 
rates, tasks familiar for a lifetime, such as 
tying a shoelace or making a bed, become 
bewildering. Spouses and children become 
strangers. Slowly, victims of the disease 
enter profound dementia. 

Today, Alzheimer’s disease affects nearly 
2% million Americans. Half of all those ad- 
mitted to nursing homes have this diagno- 
sis. Among older individuals, Alzheimer’s 


disease is the most common cause of severe 
intellectual impairment and contributes to 
the major causes of death. 

Alzheimer’s disease is precisely that, a 
disease of the brain. It is not a normal con- 
sequence of aging. Scientific studies of fami- 
lies with an abnormally high incidence of 
Alzheimer’s disease have revealed a possi- 
ble genetic connection in some patients to 
chromosome 21. Encouragingly, new 
knowledge about the brain’s neurotransmit- 
ters—chemicals that ferry messages be- 
tween nerve cells—is enabling scientists to 
develop experimental drugs to try to slow 
or halt the relentless progress of the disease. 

Within the Federal Government, re- 
search into the cause, diagnosis, treatment, 
and ultimately the prevention of Alzhei- 
mer’s disease is led by the National Institute 
of Neurological and Communicative Disor- 
ders and Stroke, the National Institute on 
Aging, and the National Institute of Mental 
Health. Federal research efforts are aug- 
mented in the private sector by the work of 
voluntary health organizations committed 
to the conquest of dementing disorders. 
Through forceful leadership, these groups 
aid distressed families, inform the public, 
and attract young investigators to the chal- 
lenge of Alzheimer’s disease research. 

To enhance public awareness of Alzhei- 
mer’s disease, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 261, has designated November 
1988 as “National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Month” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagaa, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1988 as Nation- 
al Alzheimer’s Disease Month, and I call 
upon the people of the United States to 
observe this month with appropriate cer- 
monies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:42 a.m., November 8, 1988] 
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Proclamation 5901—National Diabetes 
Month, 1988 


November 5, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Eleven million Americans suffer from dia- 
betes. The disease strikes men, women, and 
children of all races. It takes many forms 
and is likely to have many causes, but the 
long-term outcome is the same—over the 
years, diabetes damages the heart, blood 
vessels, kidneys, eyes, and nerves. The dis- 
ease and its complications affect individuals 
and our country heavily in terms of illness, 
disability, and economic loss. 

Through research, we are learning how 
diabetes occurs, how it causes complica- 
tions, and how in the future we may short- 
circuit its effects. We are also improving the 
understanding and management of diabe- 
tes, thereby helping people with this dis- 
ease to minimize the threat of complica- 
tions. 

Nevertheless, much work lies ahead. As 
research continues to provide insights, the 
communication of new information to those 
in the forefront of managing this disease— 
primary care practitioners and people with 
diabetes—will permit new advances to be 
put into practice. 

Through research we can find a way :to 
eradicate this disease, and through public 
awareness we can keep those with diabetes 
healthier than ever before. The continued 
cooperation of the Federal Government, 
the scientific community, and private indi- 
viduals and organizations makes our success 
in both these realms possible. 

To increase public awareness of diabetes 
and to emphasize the need for continued 
research efforts, the Congress, by Senate 
Joint Resolution 272, has designated No- 
vember 1988 as “National Diabetes Month” 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1988 as Nation- 
al Diabetes Month, and I call upon con- 
cerned governmental agencies, health care 
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providers, and the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropri- 
ate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:43 a.m., November 8, 1988] 


Proclamation 5902—National Disabled 
Americans Week, 1988 


November 5, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Americans are thankful for the inspiration 
and achievements of the millions of us who 
have disabilities. Through the years, and in 
more and more spheres of endeavor, dis- 
abled Americans have demonstrated their 
capabilities and their desire to make the 
most of the opportunities life can offer. Still, 
much more remains to be done by each of 
us so all citizens with disabilities can reach 
their potential. 

To reach this goal, for the past 20 years a 
partnership between governments at all 
levels and the private sector, including 
groups and individual volunteers, has fos- 
tered opportunity for disabled citizens. Na- 
tional Disabled Americans Week, 1988, 
allows each of us to salute efforts aimed at 
developing and utilizing the skills and in- 
sights of disabled people—and to honor the 
spirit and accomplishments of Americans 
with disabilities in these efforts and in com- 
munities everywhere. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
319, has designated the period beginning 
November 6, 1988, and ending November 
12, 1988, as “National Disabled Americans 
Week” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 
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Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the period beginning No- 
vember 6, 1988, and ending November 12, 
1988, as National Disabled Americans 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, cere- 
monies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:44 a.m., November 8, 1988] 


Proclamation 5903—National Hospice 
Month, 1988 


November 6, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Hospice care helps terminally ill people 
cope physically and emotionally with illness 
and helps their families cope with grief. To 
achieve these goals, hospices offer an inti- 
mate approach for both patient and family 
that encompasses medical care, relief from 
pain, and encouragement to continue in 
loving family relationships. Observance of 
National Hospice Month, 1988, provides 
Americans with the chance to learn more 
about hospice care and its purposes. 

Hospices offer compassionate, planned 
care by interdisciplinary teams ot doctors, 
nurses, therapists, home health aides, home- 
makers, volunteers, social workers, and pas- 
toral and other counselors. All of these 
people see to the varied needs of patients 
and families. At present, small hospices, 
staffed largely by volunteers, are supplying 

much of the care to those in need, often 
without charge. But hospice care is increas- 
ingly a part of health care in America. Med- 
icare has begun certifying hospices; Medic- 
aid programs will provide hospice care; and 


many private insurance companies already 
offer hospice benefits. 

During this special month of observance 
and in the future, we can all be aware that 
hospices make it possible for terminally ill 
people to have a natural death in the com- 
forting knowledge that their loved ones will 
not face their loss unprepared or alone. We 
can be grateful for the reverence thus 
shown for the sanctity of life and human 
dignity. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-405, 
has designated November 1988 as “National 
Hospice Month” and authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1988 as Nation- 
al Hospice Month. I urge all government 
agencies, the health care community, ap- 
propriate private organizations, and the 
people of the United States to observe the 
month of November with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities to recognize and sup- 
port hospice care. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:17 a.m., November 8, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
rs 


Proclamation 5904—National Women 
Veterans Recognition Week, 1988 


November 6, 1988 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


Throughout our history, women have 
been among the patriots who have defend- 
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ed our land and liberty from every enemy. 
Many women have served in the military, 
in occupations from pilot to nurse and in 
both peacetime and war. We owe all of 
them a special debt of gratitude for their 
part in advancing the promise of freedom. 
We do well to recall that we owe apprecia- 
tion to our many veterans of military serv- 
ice who are women. 

Today, the number of women serving in 
the military, and thus the number of 
women veterans, continues to grow; women 
veterans now comprise 4.4 percent of the 
total veteran population. They continue to 
enrich our country in civilian life as they 
bring their skills and patriotism to bear in 
communities across America. Let us use the 
welcome occasion of National Women Vet- 
erans Recognition Week, 1988, to honor the 
service, sacrifice, and love of country so 
gladly given by our women veterans. 

To create greater public awareness and 
recognition of the many achievements of 
women veterans, the Congress, by Public 
Law 100-514, has designated the week of 
November 6 through November 12, 1988, 
as “National Women Veterans Recognition 
Week” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of November 6 
through November 12, 1988, as National 
Women Veterans Recognition Week. I en- 
courage all Americans and government offi- 
cials at every level to celebrate this week 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:18 a.m., November 8, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
7. 


Remarks at a Republican Party Rally in 
Long Beach, California 
November 7, 1988 


The President. Thank you all very much 
for that welcome, and thank you, George, 
for that great introduction. Thank you all 
very much. It is great—and I do mean 
great—to be here in Long Beach. It feels 
good to come home. 

Now, I came here to talk about a very 
good friend of mine, but I know he’d agree 
that there’s one important thing that has to 
be done first. Can you let me hear, loud 
and clear, what Long Beach has to say 
about those world champion Dodgers? [Ap- 
plause] Yll bet they heard you back in 
Washington. In fact, what I tell them back 
East is that to listen to Long Beach is to 
listen to the future. Your great—anybody 
got a Stinger? [Laughter] No, he’s one of 
ours. [The President referred to a helicop- 
ter flying overhead.] Your great port is a 
symbol of our growing prosperity through 
trade, and the Long Beach Naval Shipyard 
is home of the U.S.S. New Jersey, one of our 
great battleships. 


You know, I was in the horse cavalry, but 
I love battleships. [Laughter] I shouldn’t 
have gotten started because I’m remind- 
ed—it’s a funny thing, when you get to be 
my age, everything reminds you of a story. 
[Laughter] This one has to do one night 
with a battleship that was out there on the 
ocean in the night and the fog. And an 
admiral in command. And then suddenly, 
ahead of them, they saw a light, and it 
seemed to be right on their course. And the 
admiral told his signal man to signal them 
and tell them to turn 12 degrees to star- 
board. And so, the man signaled, and then 
he got a message back. The message back 
was that “you turn 12 degrees to star- 
board.” And the admiral signaled back and 
says, “No, you turn to starboard. I’m a bat- 
tleship.” The reply came back, “Well, you 
turn. I’m a lighthouse.” [Laughter] 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. 'm not going to take 
credit for that. [Laughter] But that story 
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was one worth remembering in a political 
campaign. The candidates can send out 
their messages and try to move the voters, 
but in the end the great American public 
does not move. Instead, the public decides; 
the people choose the candidate who has 
steered the truest course and most closely 
followed the beacon of light that represents 
our fundamental values and the truths that 
we hold dear. And that’s what we mean 
when we say that in America there are no 
rulers; it’s the people who rule. 

You know, I get a great deal of pressure 
many times when I have an opportunity to 
speak to young people. But almost every 
nation has a Constitution. And then, what is 
so remarkable about ours? Well, all those 
other Constitutions are documents contain- 
ing many of the same things ours does, 
except that it’s the Government that is tell- 
ing the people what they’re permitted to 
do. Ours is the only one that says “We, the 
people” tell the Government what it can 
do. 


Well, today, of course, is the last day of 
this, my last campaign as President. But to- 
morrow launches a new beginning for 
America. For me, Long Beach is about be- 
ginnings. That was where I had my first 
meeting with George Deukmejian, and 
from here, he became one of the greatest 
Governors in the history of California. Now, 
this is also the home of Dan Lungren, an 
outstanding Congressman, who’s leaving 
office this year, but who I expect to see 
serving the people of California again in the 
future. And in my first campaign for Gover- 
nor 22 years ago, the Los Angeles County 
head of Youth for Reagan was a kid from 
Long Beach. He played an important role 
in the campaigns that followed. He came to 
the White House and served with distinc- 
tion. And tomorrow, I expect to see Dana 
Rohrabacher elected to the United States 
Congress. And another dedicated and tal- 
ented young man I was also able to count 
on in the White House should be elected to 
Congress as well: Chris Cox. And I want 
you to help reelect U.S. Senator Pete 
Wilson. We need his leadership in Washing- 
ton. Also my friend, [Representative] Bob 


Dornan, who’s here today and who just 
educated me when I came on deck—be- 
cause I rode in that thing in 1949 across the 
ocean. I didn’t know it had been built in 
Ireland. [Laughter] I'm going to have to go 
back and take another trip and enjoy it. 
Well, and give our great Governor—give 
him Don Knabe for the State senate and 
State Senators Bob Beverly and Bill Camp- 
bell; and Assemblymen Paul Zeltner and 
Wayne Grisham and Gerry Felando. 

I want to ask you something. Your votes 
tomorrow may be the most important ones 
cast in America. They will determine how 
California goes, and California may send the 
next President to the White House. So, tell 
me—I’m going to ask a question you’ve 
been asked before: Can I count on each one 
of you tomorrow to help turn out the vote 
for the man at the top of the ticket? [Ap- 
plause] He’s my personal choice and my 
good friend, George Bush. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. All right. 

This is my last campaign trip as your 
President. And its been my privilege to 
have served you these past 8 years. But 
today, above all, I’m excited about the 
future. This is the advent of a new begin- 
ning of continued change, clear direction, 
and experienced leadership—a new begin- 
ning for America. 

For the past 8 years, George Bush and I 
have worked together to rebuild our econo- 
my, to get America on the move again, to 
make the United States once again the 
great arsenal of democracy, a light unto the 
nations, the champion of freedom around 
the world. During the 8 years that we’ve 
worked side by side in the White House, 
I’ve come to know George Bush very well. 
And I also know what is required to be 
President of the United States. I know who 
should be the man at the desk, and ladies 
and gentleman, George Bush is that man. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. When Vice President Bush 
and I took office 8 years ago, America was 
in the worst economic crisis since the Great 
Depression. But today America is in the 
longest peacetime expansion ever recorded. 
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We're going into our 72d month. Since the 
expansion began, we’ve created 18.4 million 
new jobs. They’re good jobs. And the unem- 
ployment rate in this area has fallen by 
about a half. And statewide, real personal 
income is up by more than 25 percent. And 
today in America a greater proportion of 
our population is employed than ever 
before in the history of the United States. 
And let me put a number with that. I had 
to go to Washington to find out that the 
statisticians consider the potential employ- 
ment pool in America is everybody, male 
and female, from 16 years of age and up— 
all of those thousands that are getting their 
education yet, all of of those people that are 
retired. And so, all are considered in that 
that pool. Well, 62.7 percent of that popula- 
tion pool today is employed. 

Now, what Vice President Bush and I 
have done with the economy is very impor- 
tant, and it must continue. But what we 
believe in is much more than that. Our 
greatest treasure as a nation is our precious 
moral heritage: the basic values of faith and 
family that makes ours a great nation. Yes, 
ladies and gentlemen, the family is the bed- 
rock of America. 

George Bush believes that public school 
children should be allowed to open their 
day with a voluntary prayer. That’s some- 
thing the courts won’t allow. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. 1 don’t think they should 
have expelled Him from the classroom to 
begin with. Now, he believes that we must 
have—George, I mean, believes that we 
must have judges who interpret the law, 
not rewrite it, and who care not just for 
rights of criminals but have compassion for 
the decent citizens who are the victims of 
crime. And the Vice President knows the 
importance to our nation and to our chil- 
dren of the values expressed in the simple 
words: “One nation, under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.” 

And besides restoring our economy and 
defending our values, we want to also work 
on our nation’s defenses. We’re once again 
respected in the world. Our Armed Forces 
are strong, and America is at peace. We and 
our NATO allies stood firm in the face of 
Soviet missiles pointing at the heart of 
Europe and Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got 
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the message. He did business because we 
meant business. And we still mean business. 

Now, tomorrow, I feel confident that the 
people of the United States are going to do 
exactly what I did 8 years ago: They’re 
going to choose George Bush. This year one 
of the best qualified men—yes, as you were 
told by the Governor—to ever seek the 
Office of President is on the ballot. I think 
you know his record of service in Congress, 
at the United Nations, in China as de facto 
Ambassador, and as Director of the CIA. 
And for the past 8 years, George Bush has 
served with the greatest distinction of any 
Vice President in the history of the United 
States. 

I have worked more closely with him in 
these two terms than with any other 
member of the administration. Let me tell 
you about the man that I have come to 
know. He is strong, decent, loyal, wise, ca- 
pable, and compassionate. And there is one 
man who has the experience to be Presi- 
dent. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. Yes, that man is George 
Bush. And on November 8th, if you make it 
possible for him to carry California, Califor- 
nia will help make him the next President 
of the United States. 

In this, as in every campaign, two men 
have stood before the people. One, George 
Bush, has served this nation at the highest 
levels for nearly a quarter of a century. As 
for his opponent, we only really began to 
learn about him during the last few months. 
He’s been as vague as to what he would do 
in office. Yet when we focus on his record, 
he objects. At the outset, our opponent an- 
nounced that the issue this year was compe- 
tence. In fact, that was the same thing an- 
other Democratic Governor said in his 1976 
Presidential campaign. [Laughter] I don’t 
think the American people want to take 
that risk again. 

The Audience. No! 

The President. They remember that the 
last time they took a chance on a blind date 
and went out with a stranger and they 
came home with “malaise.” [Laughter] 

But we can cut through the evasion and 
the rhetoric, and reach down to the record. 
And we find that the pieces of the puzzle 
fit together very clearly. I’d better not say 
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what they show, because I’m not supposed 
to use the “L” word. [Laughter] 

But here are the pieces. Our opponent 
boasts of his membership in the ACLU 
[American Civil Liberties Union]. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. He is against voluntary 
prayer in school. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. And he vetoed a bill to 
require Massachusetts teachers to lead the 
class in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. He’s appointed judges to 
his State’s supreme court who have voted to 
strike down a ban on child pornogra- 
phy—— 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. ——and have opposed 
mandatory sentences for drug dealers. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. He had the only prison 
furlough program in the country that gave 
weekend passes to first-degree murderers 
serving life sentences without parole. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. And he had vetoed a bill 
to change that. And in every case, even for 
the most brutal crimes, he opposes the 
death penalty. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Well, he’s free to have 
these views, but is this the man we want 
choosing the Justices to sit on the Supreme 
Court of the United States? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. 1 think you know what I 
mean when I say that kind of radical judi- 
cial policy would be strictly for the birds. 
[Laughter] 

On economics, he objects to being called 
a liberal. But what do you call someone 
who since 1983 has increased State spend- 
ing at double the rate of increasing Federal 
spending? Never mind the snowblower— 
[laughter|—the special interests and bu- 
reaucrats in Massachusetts call him Santa 
Claus. [/aughter] And in the last 2 years, 
while we cut the Federal deficit by a third, 
his budget gap ballooned. And what about 
taxes? He opposed his State’s version of our 
Proposition 13. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. He’s raised taxes seven 
times—— 


The Audience. Boo! 

The President. ——and he refuses to 
pledge not to raise Federal taxes. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. He does say he wants to 
hire more IRS agents. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Let’s just say that if raising 
taxes becomes an Olympic event, he’s going 
for a gold medal. 

And when we look at defense, again the 
pieces fit. Our opponent’s on the advisory 
board of a left-wing group that wanted to 
slash the defense budget by 25 percent. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. He opposes the B-1 
bomber, the mobile MX, and the Midget- 
man missile and would eliminate two carri- 
er battle groups from the Navy. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. In fact, what he plans for 
the Navy is so bad that by the time he’s 
through Michael may have to row the boat 
ashore. [Laughter] 

Now, from top to bottom, the election 
this year is a referendum on liberalism. Yes, 
the choice before the American people this 
year is just as clear as it was in 1980 and 
1984: a choice between, on the one hand, 
liberal policies of tax and spend; economic 
stagnation; international weakness; and 
always, always “blame America first”—— 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. ——and on the other 
hand, what we believe—the policies of lim- 
ited government, economic growth, a 
strong defense, and always “I pledge alle- 
giance to the flag of the United States of 
America.” 

You know, standing here, as I’ve already 
told you, I was once a passenger on this 
ship, the Queen Mary, back when folks 
crossed the Atlantic by ship—you know, 
Christopher Columbus, Ferdinand Magel- 
lan—{laughter|—we all traveled that way. 
[Laughter] But I'd been in England filming 
a movie, “The Hasty Heart.” It had fin- 
ished, and I was returning to America. And 
one foggy morning, I got up early. And 
there, from the deck of that ship, looking 
through the mist, I saw, for the first time in 
my life that I'd ever seen it, the Statue of 
Liberty. She’s become the other woman in 
my life. [Laughter] She was such a beautiful 
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sight; how could I not say “God bless Amer- 
ica”? 

Many years later, in 1980, after receiving 
the Republican nomination for President, 
once again I stood before Lady Liberty, this 
time at the event to kick off my run for the 
White House. And that year, as in each 
race, just like today, I’ve come back to Cali- 
fornia for the final day on the trail. And 
there is no place on Earth I would rather 
be right now. This is my last campaign, and 
seeing all of you, and people like George 
Deukmejian and Dana Rohrabacher, and 
seeing the Queen Mary again, it’s like clos- 
ing a circle, like sailing into the harbor after 
a long and wonderful voyage to be greeted 
by old and beloved friends. 


Ladies and gentlemen, tonight, as the sun 
sets into the Pacific, one chapter will come 
to an end. But as the sun rises tomorrow, a 
great new chapter for America will begin 
when we elect George Bush. 


The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 


The President. But let me tell you one 
last story. And it’s about that trip to Eng- 
land 40 years ago. When I was over there— 
it was my first visit—we were in that coun- 
try and stopped at an old pub. I wanted to 
see one of those hundreds and hundreds of 
years-old pubs. And there we were, a few 
friends and myself. And really, over here, 
we would have called it a mom and pop 
place. This quite elderly lady was waiting 
on us. And finally, hearing us talking to one 
another, she said, “You’re Americans, aren’t 
you?” And we said we were. And then she 
said, “Oh, there were a lot of your chaps 
stationed just down the road here during 
the war.” And she said, “They used to come 
in here every evening, and they’d have a 
songfest.” And she said, “They called me 
mom, and they called the old man pop.” 
And then suddenly, she’s no longer looking 
at us. She’s looking beyond us into memory. 
And there are a couple of tears appearing. 
And she said, “It was Christmas Eve, and 
you know, we were all alone and feeling a 
bit let down. And suddenly, the door 
opened, and they burst into the place.” She 
said, “They had presents for me and pop.” 
And this time, as I say, the tears were really 
coming down. And she said, “Yes, big strap- 
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ping lads they was, from a place called 
Ioway.” [Laughter] 

Well, one of the “big strapping lads” who 
served in that war was a man named 
George Bush. He flew 58 combat missions 
in the Pacific. He was the Navy’s youngest 
pilot and was decorated for his heroism. 
Many years later, in 1980, he earned my 
lasting respect when he won a Presidential 
caucus in the place where the race for the 
White House began, a place called Ioway. 
And, ladies and gentlemen, America needs 
the strength, the vision, and the true grit of 
George Bush. 


Some say that it’s time for a change. Well, 
ladies and gentlemen, we are the change. It 
began 8 years ago. 

Now, let’s remember that Yogi Berra said: 
“It isn’t over till it’s over’—no complacen- 
cy, no overconfidence. We need you to vote 
and to get others out to vote. And getting 
out the vote could be the difference be- 


‘tween victory and defeat. Tomorrow’s the 


day. It’s the final game of the World Series; 
it’s the Olympics; it’s the Super Bowl, all 
rolled into one. And if you would, I hope 
you'll just win one more for the Gipper. 


The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 


The President. Let’s all do this together 
for America. And from the bottom of my 
heart, thank you, and God bless you all. 


The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 


The President. You've all been so kind, 
and I’ve heard you say 4 and 8 and so forth, 
and the number of years. May I just say one 
thing to you? When I get out of the job, so 
nobody can think I’m doing it for myself, 
I’m going to do everything I can to see if 
we can’t rise up and get rid of that amend- 
ment because it’s an infringement on your 
democratic rights. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. on 
the pier to which the Queen Mary was 
moored. He was introduced by Gov. George 
Deukmejian. 
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Remarks at a Republican Presidential 
Campaign Rally in San Diego, 
California 

November 7, 1988 


The President. Thank you very much, 
and, good Duke, thank you very much for 
that kind introduction. I think some thanks 
should go also to the Coronado High School 
Band and the Torrey Pines High School 
Band. And also I understand that some 
people that played a helping hand in bring- 
ing this all together happened to be my 
fraternity brothers from San Diego State, 
my fellow TEEK’s. Thank you. I was told 
back there at Eureka College when I 
became a member of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
that it was a fraternity for life. But now let 
me say hello to Earl Cantos; to Congress- 
men Duncan Hunter and Bill Lowery; and 
to a great future Congressman we'll all be 
proud of, Rob Butterfield; and to one of 
America’s greatest Governors, George 
Deukmejian; and to one of the finest Sena- 
tors I know, Pete Wilson. 

Now, before I start, I have a message 
from my roommate to every young person 
here. She told me to say: Please, for your 
parents, for your friends, for your country, 
but most of all for yourselves, just say no to 
drugs and alcohol. 

The Audience. Just say no! Just say no! 
Just say no! 

The President. All right. You know, some 
time ago I told Britain’s Prime Minister, 
Margaret Thatcher, that if her people had 
come over this ocean out here instead of 
the Atlantic the capital of the United States 
would be in California. But more and more 
over the last 8 years, I’ve come to realize 
what a good thing it was for the settling of 
our continent that the pioneers had to go 
east to west rather than the other way 
around. After all, if they’d started out here 
in our beautiful State with all we have, 
they’d never have wanted to leave. Instead 
of “Westward Ho!’, their motto would have 
been what mine has become: “There’s no 
place like home.” 

Now, please forgive me if from time to 
time over the next few minutes, there 
seems to be a lump in my throat and a 
catch in my voice. This is a special moment 
for me in a special place and, yes, with 
special people. I closed both of my cam- 


paigns for the Presidency right here in San 
Diego. And you see, there was a reason for 
that. You see, when the parades have 
ended, the shouting is over, the speeches 
are done, and the final bell has sounded, a 
fighter wants to return to his corner and be 
with family and friends while he waits for 
the verdict of the judges. And whenever I 
finish in San Diego, I feel I’m with family, 
and I know I’m with friends. I love San 
Diego. 

A lot of people have been mighty sur- 
prised how far you and I have gone togeth- 
er in our crusade over the years. I remem- 
ber a story that made the rounds the time I 
first ran for office. Someone told my old 
boss, Jack Warner, that I’d announced for 
Governor. And Jack thought about it for 
just a second, and then he said, “No, Jimmy 
Stewart for Governor; Ronald Reagan for 
best friend.” 

But this year my name is not on the 
ballot. And it won’t appear on a ballot ever 
again, unless, of course, you—— 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. No, no—unless you count 
the one that someone up there casts when 
your time is done and the moment has ar- 
rived for His verdict, which, when all is said 
and done, is the only election that really 
counts. But if my name isn’t on your ballot 
tomorrow, something more important is: a 
principle, a legacy. No, this is not the end of 
an era; it’s a time to refresh and strengthen 
the new beginning we started 8 years ago. 
At stake are the very things you and I have 
been working for and fighting for ever 
since we first joined together almost a quar- 
ter of a century ago and set out to restore 
our State and then our nation. They add up 
to the difference between candidates who 
promise that come January “the Reagan era 
is over” and those who say, “Read my lips: 
No new taxes.” Yes, it’s the difference be- 
tween the liberals and the men and women 
on the Republican ticket, candidates like 
this district’s next Congressman, Rob But- 
terfield; Senator Pete Wilson, and the next 
President of the United States of America, 
George Bush. 

And that’s why I’m here today: to ask you 
to turn out to vote tomorrow for our entire 
Federal, State, and local Republican ticket 
so that our principles survive, our legacy 
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endures, and our truth goes marching on. 
I've dedicated myself this autumn to 
making sure that all we’ve begun these past 
8 years continues. In the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the Senate, in the White 
House, and in the State legislatures—which 
will redraw congressional district lines after 
the 1990 census, and through that act pro- 
foundly shape the course of the entire 
Nation in the next decade—yes, on every 
level, the election this year is about what 
the Vice President called the other day the 
big issues: freedom; peace; opportunity; re- 
spect of government for family and commu- 
nity; the safety of law-abiding citizens; and 
whether we remain true to our national 
mission of standing with those who, like our 
Founding Fathers, would battle against tyr- 
anny and for liberty. It’s about the values 
that have made America the greatest, freest 
nation on Earth, as Lincoln said, “the last 
best hope” of humanity. And we’re deter- 
mined to keep it that way. 

I’ve seen some press reports these last 
few weeks noting how I’ve been campaign- 
ing so hard for Republican candidates. And 
they say few other Presidents have done 
what I’ve done. Well, of course, few other 
Presidents have had the opportunity to be 
succeeded by a man as good as George 
Bush or to stump for candidates as good as 
Pete Wilson and Rob Butterfield. But I'll let 
you in on a little secret: I’m not doing this 
just for George Bush or Pete Wilson or our 
Republican candidates on all levels around 
the Nation. I’m doing it for the country, of 
course, but for someone else as well—actu- 
ally for two other people. 

He was the best storyteller I’ve ever 
heard and the strongest man of principle 
I’ve ever known. He believed in honesty 
and hard work. He was filled with a love of 
justice and a hatred of bigotry. Once he was 
out on the road—he was a shoe salesman, 
traveling around northern [Illinois in the 
winter. And this was in the depths of the 
Depression. And in a midst of a blizzard, he 
went into a small-town hotel in the town he 
was going through. And as he signed his 
name and the clerk saw the name, which 
was a very Irish name—“Oh,” he said, 
“you're going to love it here.” And then he 
told him why: Because that hotel would not 
allow people of a certain faith to stay there. 
And this man picked up his suitcase and 
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said, “Then I don’t stay here.” And he spent 
the night in his car in the snow, caught 
near-pneumonia, and a short time later had 
the first heart attack of the several that led 
to his death. 

We called him Jack. And just as he was 
strong, his wife, Nelle, was filled with good- 
ness and love. In the darkest days of the 
Depression, when they themselves could 
barely scrape by, no one ever came to their 
door in need of a meal who Nelle sent away 
empty-handed. I’m proud of many things 
I’ve done in my life, including more than a 
few in the last 8 years; but nothing has ever 
given me as much satisfaction as when, 
after several years in California, I could 
bring my mother and father out here and 
give them a home, the first they had ever 
owned. So, you see, I’m campaigning this 
year also for them. A son of Jack and Nelle 
Reagan never walked away from a battle on 
principle. This year’s election is that kind of 
fight. And by darn, we’re going to win it. 

Think of all those who depend on us and 
the principles we Republicans stand for. 
Young people just getting out of school, 
looking for their first job, and able to find it 
because our recovery has created an aver- 
age of a quarter of a million new jobs each 
month for the last 71 months. Young cou- 
ples looking for their first home, who can 
afford it because we’ve brought mortgage 
rates down by a third since we took office. 
Mothers and fathers trying to keep within 
the family budget—cutting inflation by two- 
thirds and bringing the top personal income 
tax rate that most families pay down to 15 
percent has made their lives a lot better. 

But these aren’t the only people who 
depend on our success. Tomorrow on the 
plains of Afghanistan and in jungles around 
the world, freedom fighters will huddle 
close to their radios, hoping to catch word 
that the administration in America will 
remain their friend. In cells across the 
globe, political prisoners will await anxious- 
ly for assurance that America has chosen 
strength over weakness, because for many 
of them, our strength is all that keeps their 
hope alive. 

Just on the plane coming out here I read 
a letter I had just received. It was a couple 
thanking me for the fact that they are now 
in the United States after having spent 
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more than 7 years in the prisons and psy- 
chiatric wards of the Soviet Union. But all 
these people—they depend on us, and so 
help me God, we won’t let them down. 

And there’s some other very special 
people we won’t let down, either. There’s 
no change during our administration of 
which I’m prouder than that our young 
men and women once more take pride in 
wearing the uniform of the United States of 
America. Thanks to their valor, in the last 8 
years not 1 square inch of land anywhere in 
the world has been lost to communism. And 
in fact, we’ve rescued one tiny nation, Gre- 
nada, from communism. 

This year, we’re facing a liberal campaign 
of unusual deception. First our opponents 
wanted to conceal their ideology. It took us 
3 months to drag the “L” word out of them. 
[Laughter] And now they’re trying to hide 
what side they’re on. They say that they’re 
on your side, but you tell me, yes or no, and 
shout it loud and clear: When their candi- 
dates for President, U.S. Senator and Con- 
gress refuse to rule out raising your taxes 
and have already made their marks as 
world class big spenders in State or Federal 
Government, are they on your side? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. When their candidates for 
President and U.S. Senator, as well as for 
Congress and other posts, have a history of 
nominating and supporting judges who 
oppose the death penalty and, all in all, are 
strictly for the birds—if you know what I 
mean—{laughter|—are they on your side? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. | like this audience. 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. Thank you. Wait a minute, 
I’ve got one more. I like this audience, I 
said, but one last question. 

Audience member. We love you! 

The President. When their candidates 
consistently support cutting back on the 
very weapons—including our Strategic De- 
fense Initiative, SDI—that have forced the 
Soviets to seek to negotiate serious arms 
reductions with us, and when they seem to 
believe that a strong defense is what gets 
talked about in Right Guard commercials— 
[laughter|—and that a strong Navy is the 
color of a suit—{laughter|—when they do 
all this, are they on your side? 

The Audience. No! 


The President. Our liberal friends just 
never seem to learn: You can’t be for big 
government, big taxes, and big bureaucracy 
and still be for the little guy. In the race for 
the White House only one guy is for the 
little guy, and that guy is George Bush. And 
in the Senate race, that guy is Pete Wilson. 
In this district, in the House of Representa- 
tives, it’s Rob Butterfield. And in the State 
legislature, it’s Byron Wear, Steve Baldwin, 
Carol Bentley, and our other great Republi- 
can candidates. 

Yes, from top to bottom, the election this 
year is a referendum on liberalism. Do we 
want to risk going back to the old, failed 
liberal policies of the past? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Or do we build on the 
successes of the present—— 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. ——to expand the chances 
of peace and prosperity in the future? 

Consider for a moment the people you'll 
be sending to Washington tomorrow. Con- 
gress and the President are equal branches 
of government. When you vote for the 
Senate or for your local congressional seat, 
you're voting for the direction of the coun- 
try and the world as much as when you 
vote for President. And since we have to 
ride two horses, Congress and the Presi- 
dent, across every stream, shouldn’t they 
both be going in the same direction? [Ap- 
plause] Everyone on our ticket—led by 
George Bush, Pete Wilson and Rob Butter- 
field—is going the same way. And come to 
think of it, that’s my way, too. 

Take our great Senator and, I hope, our 
next great Senator as well, Pete Wilson. 
Pete Wilson, George Bush, and I have been 
a team: The Three Musketeers—one for all 
and all for the taxpayers and against the 
special interests. Now, you know, in Wash- 
ington, Pete’s been named “Watchdog of 
the Treasury”—five times he’s been named 
that. He’s guarding it ‘against liberals like 
his opponent. He'll work with the new 
President and not try to cut him off at the 
knees every chance he gets. Nancy and I 
cast our absentee ballots last week. And I 
know I shouldn’t tell you this, but we voted, 
and I hope you will too, for a great team: 
Pete Wilson and the entire Republican 
team. 
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Last week a major national newspaper 
ran a story about one of our own liberal 
California Congressmen. In it, he spelled 
out to the reporter how he tells constituents 
he’s for a strong defense, while voting for 
less defense, and how he opposed the death 
penalty amendment to the drug bill, but 
says he’s for the death penalty when he’s 
back home. And then he got down to busi- 
ness. Quoting now, “He wants it understood 
that a President Bush would get no quarter 
from him. Any budget proposal will have to 
include higher taxes, he says, whether a 
President likes it or not. ‘Otherwise, we’re 
going to go after him.’” Well, if you ask 
me, it’s time we went after them, and some 
of the people to do it are Bill Lowery, Ron 
Packard, Duncan Hunter, and Rob Butter- 
field. - 

We must not forget what we're up 
against, but we all must never forget what 
we're for. A poet once wrote: “I have fallen 
in love with American names,” and Ameri- 
cans love no name better than the name of 
“freedom.” Well, in this campaign, and so 
many others, I’ve heard America singing, 
and its song is “freedom.” You can hear it 
in the shipyards near here, as men and 
women go to work. You can hear it in of- 
fices, factories, schools, and stores all over 
our land. You can hear it when a young 
man or woman dreams of striking out alone 
and becoming part of the great boom in 
entrepreneurship that has created virtually 
all of the new jobs in America in recent 
years: 84—or 80.4 million new jobs in these 
several years. You can hear it in the prayers 
from every church, synagogue, temple, and 
mosque in our land. Yes, “one nation, under 
God, indivisible”—all in the name of glori- 
ous freedom. 

You know, some years ago two friends of 
mine were talking with a Cuban refugee 
who had escaped from Castro. In the midst 
of the tale of horrible experiences, one 
friend turned to the other and said, “We 
don’t know how lucky we are.” And the 
Cuban stopped and said, “How lucky you 
are? I had someplace to escape to.” Well, 
let’s keep it that way. 

How sacred is our trust—we to whom 
God has given the custody of the name and 
the song of “freedom.” America represents 
something universal in the human spirit. I 
received a letter not long ago from a man 
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who said, “You can go to Japan to live, but 
you cannot become Japanese. You can go to 
France, and you’d live and not become a 
Frenchman. You can go to live in Germany 
or Turkey, and you won’t become a 
German or a Turk.” But then he added, 
“Anybody from any corner of the world can 
come to America to live and become an 
American.” 

John Adams once said that: “The way to 
secure liberty is to place it in the people’s 
hands... .” And that’s what America is: 
we, the people, holding liberty in our 
hands. This year I did something I thought 
that no American President would ever 
have an opportunity to do. There in the 
Lenin Hills, at Moscow State University—no 
TEEK chapter there—{/aughter|—I ad- 
dressed Soviet students, spoke to them, and 
my speech was about the wonder and glory 
of human and individual freedom. Now, 
think of those students. Only if they’re very 
lucky and rise high in the Communist Party 
will any one of them ever have the influ- 
ence that each American has just by walk- 
ing into the voting booth. 

So, let me ask you one or two more ques- 
tions. And I’m asking for a commitment, so 
if you shout yes, be sure you mean it. 

Tomorrow, will you show up at the polls 
and vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you get your friends 
and neighbors also to vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. For the State legislature, 
will you vote for Byron Wear, Steve Bald- 
win, Carol Bentley, and the entire Republi- 
can teamP 

The Audience, Yes! 

The President. Will you vote to reelect 
Congressmen Bill Lowery, Ron Packard, 
and Duncan Hunter and to elect Rob But- 
terfieldP 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. And will you vote for Pete 
Wilson in the United States Senate? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. And will you make George 
Bush the next President of the United 
States of America? 

The Audience. Yes! Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. The same thing I’m asking 
you I’ve asked our country this year. Eight 
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years ago, America said it’s time for a 
change. Well, we’ve heard some talk like 
that in this campaign. Well, we are the 
change. Won’t you stand by the change? 
We started it 8 years ago. Stand by the 
Republican ticket, and I don’t mind if you 
stand by me. 

So, now we come to the end of this last 
campaign, and I just hope that Nelle and 
Jack are looking down on us right now and 
nodding their heads and saying their kid 
did them proud. And I hope that someday 
your children and grandchildren will tell of 
the time that a certain President came to 
town at the end of a long journey and asked 
their parents and grandparents to join him 
in setting America on the course to the new 
millenium, and that a century of peace, 
prosperity, opportunity, and hope had fol- 
lowed. So, if I could ask you just one last 
time. Tomorrow, when mountains greet the 
dawn, would you go out there and win one 
for the Gipper? 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in 
the San Diego Community Concourse at the 
San Diego Convention and Performing Arts 
Center. He was introduced by Senator Pete 
Wilson. In his opening remarks, the Presi- 
dent referred to Earl Cantos, chairman of 
the San Diego Republican Party. At the 
conclusion of his remarks, the President re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 


Statement on Signing the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Assistance 
Amendments Act of 1988 


November 7, 1988 


I have today signed H.R. 4352, an Act “to 
amend the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless 
Assistance Act to extend programs provid- 
ing urgently needed assistance for the 
homeless, and for other purposes.” The leg- 
islation authorizes appropriations of $633.8 
million for Fiscal Year 1989 and $675.8 mil- 
lion for Fiscal Year 1990 for programs to 
assist homeless Americans. It ensures that 
the Federal Government, directly and 
through cooperative efforts with State and 
local governments and the private sector, 


can address effectively the plight of those 
who do not have shelter. 

The funds authorized by the Act support 
a number of major Federal programs to 
assist the homeless. The Federal Emergen- 
cy Management Agency’s Emergency Food 
and Shelter Program funds the work of 
nonprofit organizations and local govern- 
ments in providing shelter, food, and sup- 
portive services for the homeless. The De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment’s Emergency Shelter Grants Program 
provides funds to State and local govern- 
ments for renovation of buildings for use as 
emergency shelters and for shelter oper- 
ation. The Department’s Supportive Hous- 
ing Demonstration Program of grants for 
development of innovative approaches to 
providing transitional housing for homeless 
families with children and persons with 
physical or mental disabilities also will con- 
tinue. 

The Act authorizes funds for a program 
of particular importance that serves both 
the medical needs of the homeless and the 
national objective of a drug-free America— 
the Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices’s Primary Health and Substance Abuse 
Services Program of grants to nublic or pri- 
vate nonprofit organizations for health and 
substance abuse services for the homeless. 

The Act expands the scope of the path- 
breaking Job Training Partnership Act in 
which the private and public sectors coop- 
erate to assist individuals in developing 
marketable skills that bring economic inde- 
pendence. This expansion of the Job Train- 
ing Partnership Act should be administered 
in coordination with the work arrange- 
ments of the Family Support Act of 1988 
that I signed last month. 

Those provisions in this Act that purport 
to require the heads of departments and 
agencies to submit legislation or recommen- 
dations to the Congress must be imple- 
mented in a manner consistent with the 
constitutional authority and duty of the 
President to recommend to the Congress 
from time to time “such measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient.” Also, 
ensuring orderly and effective representa- 
tion of the interests of the United States in 
the courts will require implementation of 
section 1045 of the Act, which relates to 
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legal representation for the Secretary of Ag- 
riculture, in a manner consistent with the 
authorities and duties of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. 

Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
November 7, 1988. 


Note: H.R. 4352, approved November 7, was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-628. 


Proclamation 5905—National 
Craniofacial Awareness Week, 1988 


November 7, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Craniofacial conditions of some kind 
affect approximately 465,000 people in the 
United States each year. Hereditary and 
congenital conditions such as Down Syn- 
drome and cleft lip and palate are the lead- 
ing reasons for facial disfigurement. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of others suffer facial 
disfigurement from cancer. Advanced medi- 
cal technology can save people who might 
otherwise die from accidents or burns, but 
their faces remain affected. People with 
craniofacial conditions often experience 
emotional isolation and rejection and live in 
seclusion from society. 

Now, various foundations and institutions 
are addressing their needs. They have 
begun to fund programs for research and 
education regarding craniofacial conditions, 
to initiate the funding of surgical and non- 
surgical treatment for people from our 
country and around the world, and to seek 
people who can be helped. 

Mutual support organizations now form- 
ing are dedicated to helping the facially dis- 
figured, their families, and the professionals 
who care for them. Through newsletters 
and computer linkages, people throughout 
our Nation offer shared experiences and re- 
sources for recovery. These praiseworthy 
mutual support groups encourage people to 
esteem the person behind every face. 

Because of the difficulties of looking “dif- 
ferent,” it is important that the public un- 
derstand the exceptional challenges con- 
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fronting people with craniofacial conditions. 
Personal and community outreach efforts to 
befriend and assist these people deserve our 
cooperation, participation, and recognition. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
573, has designated the week of November 
13 through November 19, 1988, as “Nation- 
al Craniofacial Awareness Week” and au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of November 13 
through November 19, 1988, as National 
Craniofacial Awareness Week. I call upon 
the people of the United States and con- 
cerned organizations to observe that week 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities that foster awareness about 
craniofacial conditions and the continuing 
efforts to lessen the suffering of people af- 
flicted. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:06 p.m., November 8, 1988] 


Executive Order No. 12655— 
Establishment of Emergency Board No. 
217 to Investigate a Railroad Labor 
Dispute 

November 7, 1988 


ESTABLISHING AN EMERGENCY BOARD To 
INVESTIGATE A DISPUTE BETWEEN THE 
PORT AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON CORPO- 
RATION AND CERTAIN OF ITS EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TRANSPORTATION 
COMMUNICATIONS UNION-CARMEN DivI- 
SION 


A dispute exists between the Port Author- 
ity Trans-Hudson Corporation and certain 
of its employees represented by the Trans- 
portation Communications Union-Carmen 
Division. 
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The dispute has not heretofore been ad- 
justed under the provisions of the Railway 
Labor Act, as amended (the “Act’’). 

A party empowered by the Act has re- 
quested that the President establish an 
emergency board pursuant to Section 9A of 
the Act (45 U.S.C. Section 159a). 

Section 9A(e) of the Act provides that the 
President upon such a request, shall appoint 
an emergency board to investigate and 
report on the dispute. 

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested 
in me by Section 9A of the Act, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 


Section 1. Establishment of Board. There 
is established, a board of three members to 
be appointed by the President to investi- 
gate this dispute. No member shall be pecu- 
niarily or otherwise interested in any orga- 
nization of railroad employees or any carri- 
er. The board shall perform its functions 
subject to the availability of funds. 


Sec. 2. Report. Within 30 days after cre- 
ation of the board, the parties to the dis- 
pute shall submit to the board final offers 
for settlement of the dispute. Within 30 
days after submission of final offers for set- 
tlement of the dispute, the board shall 
submit a report to the President setting 
forth its selection of the most reasonable 
offer. 


Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro- 
vided by Section 9A(h) of the Act, from the 
time a request to establish a board is made 
until 60 days after the board makes its 
report, no change, except by agreement, 
shall be made by the parties in the condi- 
tions out of which the dispute arose. 


Sec. 4. Expiration. The board shall termi- 
nate upon the submission of the report pro- 
vided for in Section 2 of this Order. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
November 7, 1988. 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:07 p.m., November 8, 1988] 


Note: The Executive order was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem- 
ber 8. 


Announcement of the Establishment of 
Emergency Board No. 217 to 
Investigate a Railroad Labor Dispute 


November 8, 1988 


The President announced today the cre- 
ation of Presidential Emergency Board No. 
217, effective November 7, 1988, to select 
the most reasonable final offer for settle- 
ment of a current dispute between the Port 
Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation 
(PATH) and employees represented by the 
Transportation Communications Union- 
Carmen Division. 

The Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corpo- 
ration is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the 
Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey. It is a rail rapid transit system oper- 
ating on 13.9 miles of track that connect 
the cities of Newark, Jersey City, and Hobo- 
ken with Manhattan. The system includes 
13 stations, 7 of which are in the State of 
New Jersey. Approximately 206,000 passen- 
gers are transported by PATH each week- 
day. Fifty-eight million passengers weve car- 
ried in 1987. PATH transports nearly 92 
percent of rail passengers entering New 
York from New Jersey. (New Jersey Transit 
Rail Operations, Inc., transports the remain- 
der, about 17,000 passengers daily). PATH 
acquired the bankrupt Hudson and Manhat- 
tan Railroad in 1962 and initiated long- 
range rehabilitation. In 1963, the first year 
of operation of the system by PATH, its 
deficit was $2.3 million. The operating defi- 
cit has been increasing continually and is 
borne by the Port Authority. 

The President, by Executive order, cre- 
ated the Emergency Board pursuant to ap- 
propriate requests as mandated by the Rail- 
way Labor Act. This is the second Emer- 
gency Board created to report on this dis- 
pute. The first, Board No. 214, issued its 
report and recommendations on August 9, 
1988. The parties were unable to reach 
agreement, however, thus necessitating the 
establishment of a second Board. The par- 
ties will have 30 days to submit their final 
offers for settlement to the Board. The 
Board will then select the most reasonable 
final offer within the next 30 days. From 
the time the Board is established until 60 
days after the Board’s report, if the dispute 
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remains unresolved the parties must refrain 
from resorting to self-help. 


Appointment of Joseph Robert Wright, 
Jr., as Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget 

November 8, 1988 


The President today recess appointed 
Joseph Robert Wright, Jr., to be Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. He 
succeeds James C. Miller III. 

Mr. Wright is currently Acting Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
Chairman of the President’s Council on 
Management Improvement, and Chairman 
of the President’s Council on Integrity and 
Efficiency. Prior to joining the Office of 
Management and Budget in 1982, he was 
Deputy Secretary of Commerce. Previously, 
he was vice president of Citicorp, Inc., 
president of Citicorp Retail Services, Inc., 
and Retail Consumer Services, Inc. Mr. 
Wright has served as Assistant Secretary for 
Administration (Management) at the De- 
partment of Agriculture, Director of the 
Social and Economic Statistics Administra- 
tion at the Department of Commerce, and 
Deputy Director of the Census Bureau. 
From 1966 to 1971, Mr. Wright was vice 
president and division head of the manage- 
ment consulting firm of Booz, Allen and 
Hamilton, Inc. 

Mr. Wright received a professional engi- 
neering degree from the Colorado School of 
Mines, 1961, and a master’s degree in in- 
dustrial administration from Yale Universi- 
ty, 1964. Mr. Wright was born in Tulsa, OK. 
He is married, has four children, and re- 
sides in Washington, DC. 


Statement on the Election of George 
Bush and Dan Quayle as President and 
Vice President of the United States 


November 8, 1988 


Nancy and I congratulate George Bush 
and Dan Quayle on their historic victory. 
Their mandate will continue the changes 
that create jobs, prosperity, and peace for 
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all Americans. This has been a long and 
vigorous campaign. Now we must pull to- 
gether and help the Vice President accom- 
plish the goals he has laid out for the Bush 
administration. I look forward to working 
with George and his team on a smooth tran- 
sition. 


Notice of the Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 


November 8, 1988 


On November 14, 1979, by Executive 
Order No. 12170, the President declared a 
national emergency to deal with the threat 
to the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States constituted 
by the situation in Iran. Notices of the con- 
tinuation of this national emergency have 
been transmitted annually by the President 
to the Congress and the Federal Register, 
most recently on November 10, 1987. Be- 
cause our relations with Iran have not yet 
returned to normal, and the process of im- 
plementing the January 19, 1981, agree- 
ments with Iran is still underway, the na- 
tional emergency declared on November 
14, 1979, must continue in effect beyond 
November 14, 1988. Therefore, in accord- 
ance with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing the national emergency with re- 
spect to Iran. This shall be published in the 
Federal Register and transmitted to the 
Congress. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 8, 1988. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:58 a.m., November 9, 1988] 


Note: The notice was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 9 and 
was printed in the Federal Register on No- 
vember 10. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on the 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 


November 8, 1988 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the 
automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergen- 
cy is to continue in effect beyond the anni- 
versary date. In accordance with this provi- 
sion, I have sent the enclosed notice, stating 
that the Iran emergency is to continue in 
effect beyond November 14, 1988, to the 
Federal Register for publication. Similar no- 
tices were sent to the Congress and the 
Federal Register on November 12, 1980, 
November 12, 1981, November 8, 1982, No- 
vember 4, 1983, November 7, 1984, No- 
vember 1, 1985, November 10, 1986, and 
November 10, 1987. 


The crisis between the United States and 
Iran that began in 1979 has not been fully 
resolved. Although the international tribu- 
nal established to adjudicate claims of U.S. 
nationals against Iran and of Iranian nation- 
als against the United States continues to 
function, normalization of commercial and 
diplomatic relations between the United 
States and Iran has not been achieved. In 
these circumstances, I have determined 
that it is necessary to maintain in force the 
broad authorities that may be needed in the 
process of implementing the January 1981 
agreements with Iran and in the eventual 
normalization of relations with that country. 


Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim 
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and George Bush, President of the 
Senate. The letter was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
9. 


Statement on Signing a Bill Providing 
for the Leasing of Property to the 
District of Columbia Chapter of the 
American National Red Cross 


November 8, 1988 


I have today signed S. 2496, an Act “to 
provide for the leasing of certain real prop- 
erty to the American National Red Cross, 
District of Columbia Chapter, for the con- 
struction and maintenance of certain build- 
ings and improvements.” 

Section 1 of the Act permits the District 
of Columbia Chapter of the American Na- 
tional Red Cross to replace its current 
building on Federal property at 2025 E 
Street in the District of Columbia with a 
new, larger building better suited to its 


needs. Section 2 authorizes the General 
Services Administration to lease approxi- 


mately 200,000 square feet of office space 
in New York City, “subject to the approval 
of the Committee on Public Works and 
Transportation.” 

The requirement for the General Services 
Administration to obtain the approval of the 
Public Works and Transportation Commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives in exer- 
cising the authority granted by Section 2 to 


lease office space is unconstitutional. In 
granting authority by law the Congress may 


not reserve to its committees approval or 
veto power over the exercise of that author- 
ity. The reservation of such power to con- 
gressional committees clearly conflicts with 
the constitutional principles the Supreme 
Court enunciated in INS v. Chadha, 462 
U.S. 919 (1983). Moreover, the legislative 


history of the Section indicates that the 
committee approval requirement is not sev- 


erable from the grant of leasing authority to 
the General Services Administration. Ac- 
cordingly, the General Services Administra- 
tion may not exercise the discretionary au- 
thority that Section 2 purports to grant. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
November 8, 1988. 


Note: S. 2496, approved November 8, was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-637. The state- 
ment was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on November 9. 
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Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
National Nutrition Monitoring and 
Related Research Act of 1988 
November 8, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of S. 1081, 
a bill “to establish a coordinated National 
Nutrition Monitoring and Related Research 
program, and a comprehensive plan for the 
assessment of the nutritional and dietary 
status of the United States population and 
the nutritional quality of food consumed in 
the United States, with the provision for the 
conduct of scientific research and develop- 
ment and support of such program and 
plan.” 

The Administration strongly supports the 
principal goals of this legislation and reaf- 
firms its commitment to use existing author- 
ity to achieve these ends. However, enact- 
ment of the bill would set up Federal nutri- 
tion efforts on the wrong course. ; 

The bill would create a_ substantial 
amount of unnecessary and complex Feder- 
al bureaucracy that would hamper the 
achievement of the bill’s goals. Under the 
bill, the Secretary of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
acting jointly, would bear responsibility for 
nutrition information collection and analy- 
sis, planning for research and grants, and 
government-wide nutrition program budg- 
eting. The bill also would create an Admin- 
istrator of Nutrition Monitoring and Related 
Research, an Intergency Board for Nutri- 
tion Monitoring and Related Research, and 
a Nutrition Monitoring Advisory Council. 
The creation of so much new Federal bu- 
reaucracy would hinder, rather than aid, 
performance of Federal nutrition-related 
functions. 

The bill would impose a substantial new 
burden on the American taxpayer in future 
years to pay for Federal Government 
grants. First, the bill would require the Sec- 
retaries, acting jointly, to develop a compre- 
hensive plan for a coordinated nutrition 
program. Then it specifies that the program 
must include at least two new programs of 
Federal grants, under which the Federal 
Government would make awards of taxpay- 
ers’ dollars. The bill then further specifies 
that the comprehensive plan shall “consti- 
tute the basis on which each agency partici- 
pating in the coordinated program requests 
authorizations and appropriations for nutri- 
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tion monitoring and related research.” 
Thus, the bill would effectively program 
substantial new grant funding into future 
Federal budgets. 

Experience shows that once the Federal 
Government begins handing out money 
under a new grant program, a political con- 
stituency develops that demands greater 
funding for that program. Greater scrutiny 
should be given to the need for the pro- 
posed new grant programs before they are 
locked in as a future expansion of the Fed- 
eral budget, especially given the likely 
urgent future needs in other areas of the 
Federal budget. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 8, 1988. 


Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 
pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. The memorandum was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on November 9. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for a Bill 
Requiring Detailed Tabulations 
Relating to Asian-Americans and Pacific 
Islanders in the Decennial Census 


November 8, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of H.R. 
4432, a bill “to amend title 13, United 
States Code, to require certain detailed tab- 
ulations relating to Asian Americans and Pa- 
cific Islanders in the decennial censuses of 
population.” This bill would also require 
certain housing-related questions in the 
1990 decennial census. 

My decision not to approve this bill is 
based on the following reasons. First, the 
bill would unnecessarily restrict the form of 
the race question in future censuses. 
Second, it would require the Census Bureau 
to use a form of race question that the 
Bureau has tested and found to be less ac- 
curate than the one it plans to use in 1990. 
Third, it would specifically require ques- 
tions relating to plumbing facilities and 
heating and cooling equipment in housing 
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units that would not produce data suffi- 
ciently useful to justify their inclusion. Ade- 
quate data on plumbing and heating will 
continue to be available through the census 
and other sources. Finally, these changes 
would increase administrative costs and add 
to the paperwork burden imposed on the 
public by the census. 

There are always more questions pro- 
posed for the census than can be accommo- 
dated. The Administration has proposed a 
questionnaire that represents a careful and 
reasonable balancing between the Nation’s 
need for information and the reporting 
burden the census places on respondents. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 8, 1988. 


Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 
pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. The memorandum was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on November 9. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
President’s Meeting With 
Representatives of the Afghan 
Resistance Alliance 


November 9, 1988 


The President met this afternoon with 
representatives of the Afghan Resistance Al- 
liance: Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani, who 
is the current spokesman for the Alliance, 
and his colleagues. The meeting came a day 
after the American people have freely de- 
cided who will govern our country. This is 
the same right for which the valiant Afghan 
freedom fighters have been struggling over 
the past 9 years. 

History records the efforts of many differ- 
ent nations and empires to subjugate the 
Afghans. In the end, none has succeeded. 
So it is today that we see this valiant nation 
struggling for its freedom, which is now 
closer than any time in the past decade. 

We are disappointed by recent Soviet 
statements indicating that Soviet troop 


withdrawal has been suspended. We expect 
the Soviet Union to honor its pledge to 
withdraw all of its troops from Afghanistan 
by February 15, 1989. Meanwhile, the 
Soviets’ launching of extensive bombing 
raids against the Mujahidin, using their 
latest high performance aircraft and long- 
range missiles for the first time in this war, 
call into question Moscow’s commitment 
not to launch offensive operations in Af- 
ghanistan. We find these developments dis- 
turbing. Moreover, they are futile. These 
steps will not intimidate either the freedom 
fighters or their Pakistani friends, who have 
our unshakable support in the face of con- 
tinued Soviet pressure. 

The fight of the Afghan people to regain 
and to preserve their freedom has provided 
a lesson for free people around the world. 
The commitment of the American Govern- 
ment and people to the Afghan people’s 
cause is not new, and it will not waver. It 
will continue so long as the Afghan people 
require it to regain their freedom. 


Remarks and an Informal Exchange 
With Reporters at a White House 
Ceremony for President-Elect George 
Bush and Vice President-Elect Dan 
Quayle 

November 9, 1988 


The President. George and Dan and Bar 
and Marilyn, it’s wonderful to have you 
here, and if anyone wants to know how 
Nancy and I feel about this moment, just 
read our smiles. [Laughter] 

Actually, though, I have some figures 
here that I thought you and the rest of the 
country might be interested in. According 
to my calculations, it’s only 1,188 days to 
the Iowa caucus. [Laughter] Now, I think 
the country has heard quite enough politi- 
cal speechmaking from all of us in the past 
few months, so I just want to make one or 
two simple but heartfelt points. First I want 
you to know, Mr. President-elect and Mr. 
Vice President-elect, how proud I am of 
both of you of the extraordinary persever- 
ance and character and grit that you’ve 
shown in this difficult year. And I think, 
too, your worthy opponents would agree 
what a challenge to human endurance the 
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Presidential campaign has become. So, I 
want to congratulate both of you, as well as 
Governor Dukakis and Senator Bentsen, in 
taking on the great challenge, and your 
sense of public duty in seeing it through to 
the end. Each of you is better for it, and so 
is the country. 

Now in this hard-fought campaign, 
George and Dan, I also want to comple- 
ment you for going to the people on the 
issues and asking for a mandate on critical 
matters like the taxing and spending power, 
the nature of judicial appointments, the 
strength of our defenses, and the firmness 
of our foreign policy. I think that mandate 
has been unmistakably delivered, and I 
know in carrying it out you will be true to 
your promises and faithful to the people’s 
wishes. 

With George Bush and Dan Quayle, I feel 
our achievements are secure, our change 
now a permanent feature of American gov- 
ernment. But I also believe your mandate 
will make it possible not just to continue 
but to build upon the achievements of the 
past 8 years. This is not the end of an era 
but a time to refresh and strengthen our 
new beginning. In fact, to those who some- 
times flatter me with talk of a Reagan revo- 
lution, today my hope is this: You ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet. 

And finally, let me say that despite the 
long months of campaigning, the seemingly 
endless controversy, and the sheer human 
exhaustion of it all, choosing our leaders is, 
after all, a decision critical to our own 
future, to the future of this much-loved 
nation, and to the cause of human freedom. 
And that’s why today Americans of every 
political persuasion and background can 
come together as one. Even as we accept 
the verdict of the majority, and pledge to 
protect always the rights of the minority, 
we've put behind us the divisions and con- 
troversies of the immediate past and begin 
anew. So, it’s a day for congratulations, yes, 
but it’s also a day for remembering that 
whatever may temporarily divide us is far 
outweighed by that which unites us. Amer- 
ica has much to be proud of today. Pledges 
of a new President and a new Vice Presi- 
dent, and pledges of support from the loyal 
opposition, Republican, Democrat, inde- 
pendent—today we're one nation, one 
people, and our national treasure, our na- 
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tional mission—the cause of human free- 
dom—continues to prosper and light the 
world. 

Thank you. God bless you. 

The President-elect. Thank you, Mr. 
President. And all I will say just in the 
shadow of the office that you ennobled: 
We're very, very grateful to you. I don’t 
believe there’s a case in modern Presiden- 
tial politics where a President has worked 
so hard to help someone else achieve this 
office. And I will always be grateful. I can 
hardly believe it, but it’s sinking in now, the 
enormity of what has taken place—peaceful 
election, eventually a peaceful transfer of 
power. And I just think for all the Bush 
family, and I expect I speak for Marilyn and 
Dan on this one, we are grateful to you and 
to Nancy for going that extra mile. I really 
believe that the results would have been 
entirely different if we hadn’t had this loyal, 
steadfast campaign support. And I know 
they would if I hadn’t learned from a giant 
the good things about the United States of 
America. Thank you, sir. 

The President. Dan? 

The Vice President-elect. Well, Mr. Presi- 
dent, as one who came to the Senate in 
1980, thank you for all that you have done 
for America. And now, Mr. President-elect, 
yesterday the American people overwhelm- 
ingly placed their trust and their confi- 
dence in your leadership. And I’m delight- 
ed to be a part of that team, ready to go to 
work and to continue to change America 
and make it even greater. Thank you both 
very, very much. 

The President. Now you'll find out it’s 
time for us to go to work. 


Nomination of James A. Baker III To Be 
Secretary of State 


Q. Mr. President, what do you think of 
Jim Baker as Secretary of State? 

Q. Let the women talk. Let the women 
talk. How about Barbara? 

The President. 1 think he’s been fine in 
every job that he’s had here in the adminis- 
tration, and I think he’ll be fine in the jobs 
in the next administration. 

Q. How about Brady for the Treasury? 
What about Nicholas Brady in Treasury? 
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NATO 


Q. Mr. Bush, do you plan to go to Europe 
before your inauguration to shore up the 
NATO alliance in the wake of ongoing arms 
control negotiations? 

The President-elect. The NATO alliance is 
shorn up, as strong as it’s ever been. 

Q. Mr. President, do you feel like a has- 
been, Mr. Reagan? 


Soviet-U.S. Summit 


Q. Mr. President, what can you do to 
pave the way for a Bush-Gorbachev 
summit, since Mr. Bush seems so anxious to 
meet with the Secretary? 

The President. We'll do everything we 
can, but I think that they already have indi- 
cated that they would anticipate such a 
meeting. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:44 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 


Announcement of the Administration’s 
Transition Team 


November 9, 1988 


I am pleased to announce that Chief of 
Staff Ken Duberstein will serve as transition 
coordinator for my administration’s team 
that will assist in the smooth transfer of 
power to the next Presidency. Ken will be 
assisted in this important task by Colin 
Powell, M.B. Oglesby, A.B. Culvahouse, 
John Tuck, and Danny Crippen. 

We will work closely with the President- 
elect Bush and his team to ensure that the 
transition is handled efficiently and effec- 
tively. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate Reporting 
on the Economic Sanctions Against 
Nicaragua 

November 9, 1988 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I hereby report on developments since 
my last report of April 29, 1988, concerning 


the national emergency with respect to 
Nicaragua that was declared in Executive 
Order No. 12513 of May 1, 1985. In that 
Order, I prohibited: (1) all imports into the 
United States of goods and services of Nica- 
raguan origin; (2) all exports from the 
United States of goods to or destined for 
Nicaragua except those destined for the or- 
ganized democratic resistance; (3) Nicara- 
guan air carriers from engaging in air trans- 
portation to or from points in the United 
States; and (4) vessels of Nicaraguan registry 
from entering U.S. ports. 

1. The declaration cf emergency was 
made pursuant to the authority vested in 
me as President by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seg., and the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq. 
This report is submitted pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c). 

2. The Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(FAC) of the Department of the Treasury 
issued the Nicaraguan Trade Control Regu- 
lations implementing the prohibitions in Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 12513 effective May 7, 
1985, 50 Fed. Reg. 19890 (May 10, 1985). 
The regulations were amended effective 
March 8, 1988, to include procedures for 
assessing civil monetary penalties of up to 
$10,000 for violations, as provided in the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1705(a) (copy attached). 

3. Since my report of April 29, 1988, 
fewer than 50 applications for licenses have 
been received with respect to Nicaragua, 
and the majority of these applications have 
been granted. Of the licenses issued in this 
period, most either authorized exports for 
humanitarian purposes, covering medical 
supplies and animal vaccines, or extended 
authorizations previously given to acquire 
intellectual property protection under Nica- 
raguan law. (Donations of medicine are 
exempt from the prohibition on exports to 
Nicaragua, while commercial exports of 
medicine and medical supplies are author- 
ized by general license. Donations of medi- 
cal supplies, on the other hand, must be 
authorized by specific license.) Certain li- 
censes authorized the exportation of equip- 
ment to La Prensa, an opposition publica- 
tion that had been shut down by the Sandi- 


1477 





Nov. 9 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 


nista regime for a period of time and has 
since resumed operations. Similar licenses 
have also been issued for other opposition 
press groups. Also, supplies have been li- 
censed for export to certain vocational 
schools sponsored by labor groups in Nicara- 
gua. In addition, during August, a license 
was issued to the U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development for the exportation by 
certain U.S. private voluntary organizations 
and international relief organizations of hu- 
manitarian aid for medical care and other 
relief for children who are the victims of 
Nicaraguan civil strife, pursuant to Public 
Law No. 100-276. 

4. Since my last report, the Department 
of the Treasury completed the following en- 
forcement actions: (a) Four principals of a 
U.S. aircraft company pleaded guilty to 
charges of conspiracy to export aircraft 
parts to Nicaragua in a case brought in the 
United States District Court for the South- 
ern District of Florida. Two of the persons 
were sentenced to jail terms of 15 and 13 
months each, while the other two defend- 
ants received sentences of probation and 
performance of community service, respec- 
tively. The company was ordered to pay a 
$1,000 fine. (b) The Office of Foreign Assets 
Control imposed a civil penalty of $5,000 
against a U.S. airline company for the at- 
tempted exportation of computer equip- 
ment to Nicaragua. The goods, which were 
valued at $6,467, were forfeited to the US. 
Customs Service. 

5. The Treasury and State Departments 
were sued in the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of Texas by 
an organization and certain individuals 
seeking to donate food, medicine, clothing, 
vehicles, and other items to Nicaragua. 
Under the International Emergency Eco- 
nomic Powers Act, articles such as food, 
clothing, and medicine, intended to be used 
to relieve human suffering, are exempt 
from export prohibitions. The Government 
took the position that vehicles, such as pas- 
senger cars, trucks, and buses, are fit for a 
variety of uses and thus do not automatical- 
ly fall within the exempt category for food, 
medicine, clothing, and other articles whose 
intended use is confined to the relief of 
human suffering. Consequently, Treasury 
would not permit the transfer of the vehi- 
cles to groups in Nicaragua without a specif- 
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ic license. The trial court rejected the Gov- 
ernment’s position and on September 29, 
1988, issued a judgment declaring that the 
President has no authority to regulate or 
prohibit, directly or indirectly, donations to 
an embargoed country of articles that the 
donor intends to be used to relieve human 
suffering and that can reasonably be expect- 
ed to serve that end. The Government is 
now considering an appeal to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir- 
cuit. 

6. The trade sanctions complement the 
diplomatic and other aspects of our policy 
toward Nicaragua. The deteriorating eco- 
nomic situation in Nicaragua was one of the 
principal reasons for the Sandinistas’ pledge 
to meet the democratization and national 
reconciliation provisions of the Guatemala 
Accord (also known as the Arias Peace Plan) 
and to sign a preliminary cease-fire agree- 
ment with the Nicaraguan Resistance on 
March 23. It is essential that pressure be 
maintained to induce the Sandinistas to un- 
dertake serious and productive dialogue 
concerning a permanent cease-fire with the 
Nicaraguan Resistance and with all demo- 
cratic opposition groups concerning democ- 
ratization in Nicaragua. The trade sanctions 
are part of a larger policy seeking a demo- 
cratic outcome in Nicaragua by peaceful 
means. 

7. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the period from May l, 
1988, through November 1, 1988, that are 
directly attributable to the exercise of 
powers and authorities conferred by the 
declaration of the Nicaraguan national 
emergency are estimated at $233,975, all of 
which represents wage and salary costs for 
Federal personnel. Personnel costs were 
largely centered in the Department of the 
Treasury (particularly in the Customs Serv- 
ice, as well as in FAC and the Office of the 
General Counsel), with expenses also in- 
curred by the Department of State and the 
National Security Council staff. 

8. The policies and actions of the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua continue to pose an un- 
usual and extraordinary threat to the na- 
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States. I shall continue to exercise 
the powers at my disposal to apply econom- 
ic sanctions against Nicaragua as long as 
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these measures are appropriate and will 
continue to report periodically to the Con- 
gress on expenses and significant develop- 
ments pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 164l(c) and 
1703(c). 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim 
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and George Bush, President of the 
Senate. 


Remarks at a Luncheon for Recipients 
of the Medal of Freedom 


November 10, 1988 


Good afternoon. We award the Medal of 
Freedom, this nation’s highest civilian 
honor, for the purpose of celebrating those 
whose lives have been dedicated to the 
cause of freedom: nurturing it where it’s 
young, defending it where it’s grown frayed 
or troubled, and battling for it where it’s 
denied. Over the past 8 years, we’ve hon- 
ored 83 of you, and of you it can be said: 
They lived well because they fought for 
freedom. 

Now, that’s why it is such an honor to 
have you all here today, and why we yet 
mourn those of your fellows who’ve gone to 
a better place. The world is made smaller 
and more insignificant by their absence. All 
of you, with us or elsewhere, have justly 
earned the gratitude of all Americans of 
good will for being champions and defend- 
ers of the cause of freedom. 

But you know, if you give that phrase 
some thought, it makes little sense. Defend- 
ing freedom, you might ask? Why on Earth 
would that be necessary? As Americans, we 
know that freedom is as much a part of us 
as our blood. It’s not a commodity. It can’t 
be bought, can’t be sold, and it can’t be 
bartered away. No, my friends, despite the 
millions upon millions of words expended to 
describe its meaning, the truth is that the 
word “freedom” is deceptively simple. It’s a 
word that describes the God-given condi- 
tion of the human soul. For what we know 
is this: God created us free, just as he cre- 
ated us man and woman. Indeed, since 


Adam ate of the Tree of Knowledge, there’s 
nothing that defines us human beings so 
much as the fact that we’re free. 

Sometimes you'll hear people ask, 
“What’s freedom for?” Well, you might as 
well ask what breathing is for. Just watch a 
baby. Infants, all infants, will make their 
tastes and preferences known very clearly 
to their parents as soon as they’re able to 
turn their heads. That’s the act of a free 
soul. When they reach the age of three, 
they'll begin to drive their parents mad by 
continually asking the question, “Why?” 
Why is the sky blue? Why is the grass 
green? That curiosity, that engagement in 
the world around them, is the voice of free- 
dom. When they reach adulthood, young 
men and women will find themselves 
gazing into the eyes of another and know- 
ing with the force of revelation that they’ve 
met their destiny in those eyes. And that’s 
the gaze of freedom. 

Some people say Americans take our free- 
dom for granted. I think that may be the 
most glorious gift of all. The Constitution 
we have makes it possible for all Americans 
to assume that political freedom is their 
birthright from the moment they open 
their eyes. What you’ve all done, what 
you’ve all made clear to us, is that we 
cannot be content with our own freedom. 
No, we must bring it to others, must make 
it their birthright as well. 

There are people who try to will freedom 
away. They try to legislate it away. Worse 
yet, they even go so far as to deny the 
validity of certain segments of our free- 
dom—as, for example, those people who be- 
lieve human beings are free until they step 
into the marketplace, at which point they 
should be subject to full or partial state con- 
trol. We call this idea socialism. Socialists 
believe humankind would be better off 
without economic freedom, and so they 
seek to replace it with rules and regula- 
tions. And if there’s one tragic lesson the 
20th century has taught us, it is that the 
social engineers cannot tailor the human 
soul to fit the fashions of the present day, 
no matter how they try. For the truth is, 
men cannot design humankind. The world 
has come to acknowledge that socialism is a 
failed ideology. But there are worse. From 
the dawn of time, but especially from the 
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dawn of a dark day in November 1917, 
there have also been those who have tried 
to throttle freedom. 

And that’s what tyranny is. Some have 
argued that tyrants tyrannized their people 
for good reason, because the need for food 
outweighed the need for freedom. But 
that’s a fundamental misunderstanding of 
tyranny. Tyrants tyrannize because that’s 
what they do for a living. No one has de- 
scribed it half so well as Shakespeare when 
portraying MacBeth’s dominion over Scot- 
land: “Our country sinks beneath the yoke. 
It weeps. It bleeds. And each new day a 
gash is added to her wounds.” 

But the ungodly force called tyranny still 
cannot rid the human soul of its freedom, 
no matter how hard it may try. Tyrants can 
defy the benefits—or deny the benefits, I 
should say, of freedom to their peoples, can 
kill freedom by killing free people. But 
freedom itself they cannot have. For one 
thing, people like you won’t allow it. Nor 
will that Higher Being allow it. 

Our greatest freedom, the freedom to 
choose right from wrong, cannot be willed 
away by the tyrants. For God has given all 
humankind the gift of knowing right from 
wrong and the responsibility to choose be- 
tween them. And how will we know which 
way to choose? Well, Saul Bellow’s Mr. 
Sammler says it best in a prayer. “For that 
is the truth of it: that we all know, God, 
that we know, that we know, we know, we 
know.” And this, my friends, is the essente 
of freedom—that we follow the biblical ad- 
monition: “I have set before you life and 
death. Therefore choose life.” 

Like the Nation itself that has nurtured 
us and made us all whole, you have chosen 
life, and you’ve given others the courage to 
choose life as well. In a society like ours, 
where all men are created equal, the best a 
human being can hope to achieve is to 
make himself or herself an example to clear 
a path to righteousness that others may 
follow. This you’ve done. And because of 
you, oppressed peoples now breathe free. 
Because of you, the hopeless now have 
hope. And it’s because of people like you 
and the Nation we live in that, I believe, 
with all my heart, as I told an audience at 
Georgetown University not long ago, we 
are living in a time that will become to be 
known as the age of freedom. 
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So, it’s my privilege in these, the conclud- 
ing days of my Presidency, to invite you to 
this fine White House as representative of 
the Nation that has bequeathed its bounties 
to all of us, to look about and say, along 
with Shakespeare, “What a piece of work is 
a man.” And Shakespeare may have goofed, 
but I’m not going to, because I’m going to 
add “ and a woman.” [Laughter] 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks the President referred to American 
novelist Saul Bellow. 


Statement on Signing a Bill for the 
Relief of Calvin L. Graham 


November 10, 1988 


I have today approved H.R. 610, “An Act 
for the relief of Calvin L. Graham.” Mr. 
Graham is a veteran of Navy and Marine 
Corps service who has honorably served his 
country. 

Section 1 of the Act provides that, for 
purposes of service-connected disability 
compensation, the dental injuries that Mr. 
Graham incurred in the Battle of Guadalca- 
nal will be considered to be a permanent 
service-connected disability incurred in the 
line of duty. Section 1 also provides for re- 
imbursement of Mr. Graham for costs he 
incurred for the treatment of those injuries. 

Section 2 of the Act provides for a total 
lump-sum payment of $4,916.99 to Mr. 
Graham. That amount represents back pay, 
mustering-out pay, and interest. Section 2(b) 
of the Act provides that the payment of the 
$4,916.99 shall be in full satisfaction of any 
claim against the United States that Mr. 
Graham may have for basic pay for the 
period from September 17, 1942, through 
April 5, 1943, and for mustering-out pay 
with respect to his separation from service 
on April 5, 1943. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 10, 1988. 
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Note: H.R. 610, approved November 10, was 
assigned Private Law No. 100-44. 


Proclamation 5907—National 
Firefighters Day, 1988 


November 10, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Each year, fires claim some 6,000 lives in 
our country and destroy property worth 
$10 billion. The toll would be much higher 
were it not for the skilled and dedicated 
individuals who are our Nation’s firefight- 
ers. These Americans, our friends and 
neighbors, confront danger every day as 
they protect our lives, homes, and commu- 
nities. They exemplify the very best in the 
American spirit. On National Firefighters 
Day, 1988, and all year long, we owe mu- 
nicipal, volunteer, and all other firefighters 
our heartfelt thanks, our utmost respect, 
and our thorough cooperation in their fire 
prevention, rescue, and safety efforts. 

Last year, 127 firefighters gave their lives 
in the line of duty. Let us pause in solemn 
and prayerful remembrance of these fallen 
heroes and of all firefighters who have 
given their lives through the years. Let us 
also be sure to extend our support and sym- 
pathy to their brave families. 

From the days of firefighters’ hand-drawn 
rigs in the 18th century to those of 19th- 
century horse-drawn engines, and on to 
today’s modern fire and rescue vehicles, 
Americans young and old have thrilled, 
during many a parade on many a Main 
Street or Maple Avenue throughout our 
land, to colorful and exciting displays of 
powerful firefighting equipment. But we 
have thrilled even more in understanding 
and appreciation of firefighters’ critical mis- 
sion and their indispensable spirit of cour- 
age, service, and sacrifice. May such recog- 
nition always inspire us to salute and thank 
America’s firefighters for all they do for 
each of us. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
649, has designated November 12, 1988, as 
“National Firefighters Day” and authorized 


and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 12, 1988, as Na- 
tional Firefighters Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:10 a.m., November 14, 1988] 


Proclamation 5906—National China- 
Burma-India Veterans Appreciation 
Day, 1988 


November 10, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More than 40 years after the end of 
World War II, America is a Nation proud, 
strong, and at peace. We should be ever 
mindful, however, that the peace and the 
freedom we now enjoy have been won 
through the sacrifices of those who served 
during times of conflict. 

Many courageous Americans fought long 
and arduously to stop the Japanese advance 
in the Far East during World War II. These 
patriots surely deserve our admiration and 
respect. We should especially recognize the 
heroism and unwavering purpose of those 
who took part in the battles and campaigns 
of the China-Burma-India Theater of Oper- 
ations, scene of some of the most intense 
fighting during the war. Thousands risked 
their lives to transport military supplies 
across rugged and treacherous terrain after 
the fall of Burma and the loss of the famous 
Burma supply route in 1942. Many others 
flew with the U.S. Air Transport Command 
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over a 500-mile route, the “Hump,” which 
stretched over the Himalayas from India to 
Western China. When the first supplies 
were brought into China over the “Stilwell 
Road” in 1945, a victory was won for all 
free nations. 

It is most fitting that on Veterans Day 
weekend, 1988, we acknowledge the special 
contributions made by these fellow citizens 
in our country’s cause. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
the authority vested in me by the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim November 12, 1988, as Na- 
tional China-Burma-India Veterans Appre- 
ciation Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with ap- 
propriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:09 a.m., November 14, 1988] 


Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
Commemoration of Veterans Day 


November 11, 1988 


Those who live today remember those 
who do not. Those who know freedom re- 
member today those who gave up life for 
freedom. Today, in honor of the dead, we 
conduct ceremonies. We lay wreaths. We 
speak words of tribute. And in our memo- 
ries, in our hearts, we hold them close to us 
still. Yet we also know, even as their fami- 
lies knew when they last looked upon them, 
that they can never be fully ours again, that 
they belong now to God and to that for 
which they so selflessly made a final and 
eternal act of devotion. 

We could not forget them. Even if they 
were not our own, we could not forget 
them. For all time, they are what we can 
only aspire to be: giving, unselfish, the epit- 
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ome of human love—to lay down one’s life 
so that others might live. We think on their 
lives. We think on their final moments. In 
our mind’s eye, we see young Americans in 
a European forest or on an Asian island or 
at sea or in aerial combat. And as life ex- 
pired, we know that those who could had 
last thoughts of us and of their love for us. 
As they thought of us then, so, too, we think 
of them now, with love, with devotion, and 
with faith: the certainty that what they died 
for was worthy of their sacrifice—faith, too, 
in God and in the Nation that has pledged 
itself to His work and to the dream of 
human freedom, and a nation, too, that 
today and always pledges itself to their eter- 
nal memory. 
Thank you. God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in 
the amphitheater at Arlington National 
Cemetery, after laying a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 


Remarks at the Veterans Day 
Ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial 


November 11, 1988 


Well, thank you, Jack Wheeler, thank you 
very much. I shall treasure that gift. And to 
all of you, thanks, and good morning. 

Before I begin, let me take a moment to 
congratulate the Vietnam Veterans Memo- 
rial Fund and the other distinguished guests 
without whom the construction and oper- 
ation of this memorial would not have been 
possible. Let me also say that America is 
grateful to the hundreds of Vietnam veter- 
ans who, when I asked them to join my 
administration, did so, and have and are 
serving our nation so proudly. For your de- 
votion to America, I salute you. 

We're gathered today, just as we have 
gathered before, to remember those who 
served, those who fought, those still missing, 
and those who gave their last full measure 
of devotion for our country. We’re gathered 
at a monument on which the names of our 
fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, 
and with crosses instead of diamonds beside 
them, the names of those whose fate we do 
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not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, 
shortly before his death, these words: “Take 
what they have left and what they have 
taught you with their dying and keep it 
with your own. And take one moment to 
embrace those gentle heroes you left 
behind.” 

Well, today, Veterans Day, as we do 
every year, we take that moment to em- 
brace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of 
all our wars. We remember those who were 
called upon to give all a person can give, 
and we remember those who were pre- 
pared to make that sacrifice if it were de- 
manded of them in the line of duty, though 
it never was. Most of all, we remember the 
devotion and gallantry with which all of 
them ennobled their nation as they became 
champions of a noble cause. 

I’m not speaking provocatively here. 
Unlike the other wars of this century, of 
course, there were deep divisions about the 
wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam war. 
Both sides spoke with honesty and fervor. 
And what more can we ask in our democra- 
cy? And yet after more than a decade of 
desperate boat people, after the killing 
fields of Cambodia, after all that has hap- 
pened in that unhappy part of the world, 
who can doubt that the cause for which our 
men fought was just? It was, after all, how- 
ever imperfectly pursued, the cause of free- 
dom; and they showed uncommon courage 
in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 
can all agree that we’ve learned one lesson: 
that young Americans must never again be 
sent to fight and die unless we are prepared 


to let them win. 
But beyond that, we remember today 


that all our gentle heroes of Vietnam have 
given us a lesson in something more: a 
lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, 
those who came back and those who did 
not, their love for their families lives. Their 
love for their buddies on the battlefields 
and friends back home lives. Their love of 


their country lives. 
is memorial has become a monument 


to that living love. The thousands who 
come to see the names testify to a love that 
endures. The messages and mementos they 
leave speak with a whispering voice that 
passes gently through the surrounding trees 
and out across the breast of our peaceful 
nation. A childhood teddy bear, a photo- 
graph of the son or daughter born too late 


to know his or her father, a battle ribbon, a 
note—there are so many of these, and all 
are testimony to our living love for them. 
And our nation itself is testimony to the 
love our veterans have had for it and for us. 
Our liberties, our values, all for which 
America stands is safe today because brave 
men and women have been ready to face 
the fire at freedom’s front. And we thank 
God for them. 

Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our 
memories of a time when we faced great 
divisions here at home. And yet if this place 
recalls all this, both sweet and sad, it also 
reminds us of a great and profound truth 
about our nation: that from all our divisions 
we have always eventually emerged 
strengthened. Perhaps we are finding that 
new strength today, and if so, much of it 
comes from the forgiveness and healing 
love that our Vietnam veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill 
wind, as if on a winter night’s watch. And 
in that night, their deeds spoke to us, but 
we knew them not. And their voices called 
to us, but we heard them not. Yet in this 
land that God has blessed, the dawn always 
at last follows the dark, and now morning 
has come. The night is over. We see these 
men and know them once again—and know 
how much we owe them, how much they 
have given us, and how much we can never 
fully repay. And not just as individuals but 
as a nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many 
ways—some of it through the Government. 
We now fly the POW-MIA flag at this me- 
morial on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, 
and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This is a 
small gesture, but a significant one. Amer- 
ica also keeps a vigil for those who have not 
yet returned. We have negotiated with the 
Vietnamese to bring our nation’s sons 
home, and for the first time, too, have joint 
teams investigating remote areas of Viet- 
nam that might shed light on the fate of 
those we list as missing. In Laos, we have 
also begun a new round of surveys and ex- 
cavations of crash sites. And we have told 
Hanoi that it must prove to the American 
people through its cooperation whether 
men are still being held against their will in 
Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some 
are, and we will do everything we can to 
find them. 
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Here, at home, a new Department of 
Veterans Affairs and extended veterans 
benefits are merely outward and visible 
signs of an inward and invisible grace that 
has come to our land. Vietnam service is 
once more universally recognized as a 
badge of pride. Four years ago, I noted that 
this healing had begun and that I hoped 
that before my days as Commander in 
Chief were over it would be completed. 
Well, now as I approach the end of my 
service and I see Vietnam veterans take 
their rightful place among America’s 
heroes, it appears to me that we have 
healed. And what can I say to our Vietnam 
veterans but, Welcome home. 

Now before I go, as have so many others, 
Nancy and I wanted to leave a note at the 
wall. And if I may read it to you before 
doing so, we will put this note here before 
we leave: 

“Our young friends—yes, young friends, 
for in our hearts you will always be young, 
full of the love that is youth, love of life, 
love of joy, love of country—you fought for 
your country and for its safety and for the 
freedom of others with strength and cour- 
age. We love you for it. We honor you. And 
we have faith that, as He does all His sacred 
children, the Lord will bless you and keep 
you, the Lord will make His face to shine 
upon you and give you peace, now and for- 
ever more.” 


Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. He 
was introduced by John Wheeler, chairman 
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, 
who gave the President a bronze replica of 
the “Three Fighting Men” statue, which is a 
part of the memorial. 


Appointment of Mary Kathryn 
Dewhirst as Special Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison 


November 11, 1988 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Mary Kathryn Dewhirst to be 


Special Assistant to the President for Public 
Liaison. 
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Since August of 1987 Miss Dewhirst has 
been Associate Director of the Office of 
Public Liaison. Prior to her appointment to 
the White House, she was Special Assistant 
to the Assistant Secretary for Governmental 
Affairs, Department of Transportation, 
1985-1987. Miss Dewhirst served as staff 
assistant to U.S. Senate Assistant Majority 
Leader Ted Stevens, as well as his political 
designee, and special assistant to the chief 
of staff, 1981-1985. Before joining Senator 
Stevens’ staff, Miss Dewhirst was employed 
by Florida State University. 

Miss Dewhirst graduated from Florida 
State University (B.A., 1978). She currently 
resides in Arlington, VA. 


Appointment of John C. Shepherd as a 
Member of the Lower Mississippi Delta 
Development Commission 


November 11, 1988 


The President today appointed John C. 
Shepherd to be a member of the Lower 
Mississippi Delta Development Commission. 
This is a new position. 

Since 1979 Mr. Shepherd has been with 
Shepherd, Sandberg, and Phoenix in St. 
Louis, MO. Prior to this he was with the 
law firm of Coburn, Croft, Shepherd and 
Herzog, 1970-1979. 

Mr. Shepherd attended Illinois College 
and St. Louis University (J.D., 1951). He was 
born June 27, 1925, in Memphis, TN. He 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1943- 
1946. He is married, has two children, and 
resides in St. Louis, MO. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





November 4 
The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 





members of the President’s Committee on 
the National Medal of Science for terms ex- 
piring December 31, 1991: 


Roland H. Carlson, of Washington. This is a re- 
appointment. From 1986 to 1988, Mr. Carlson 
has been a product development manager for 
the ballistic systems division at Boeing Aero- 
space Co. in Seattle, WA. 


Joseph Bordogna, of Pennsylvania. He would 
succeed John D. Baldeschwieler. Since 1981 
Dr. Bordogna has been dean of the school of 
engineering and applied science at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 


November 9 


The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 

In the morning, the President met with 
the White House staff in the Rose Garden 
at the White House to thank them for their 
service and loyalty. 

In an Oval Office ceremony later in the 
morning, the President presented Lt. Gen. 
William E. Odom, USA, Director of the Na- 
tional Security Agency/Central Security 
Service, with the National Security Medal. 

In the afternoon in an Oval Office cere- 
mony, the President received diplomatic 
credentials from Ambassadors Ibra De- 
guene Ka of Senegal, Velichko Velichkov of 
Bulgaria, Rodolfo Rohrmoser of Guatemala, 
Abdelaziz Hamzaoui of Tunisia, Abdul 
Rachman Ramly of Indonesia, George 
Carew of Sierra Leone, Robert B. Mbaya of 
Malawi, and Jukka R. Valtasaari of Finland. 


November 10 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 


Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 


—the Cabinet; 


—William H. Webster, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence. 
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In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent was presented with the Beyond War 
Foundation Award. 


November 11 
In the afternoon, the President left the 


White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Saturday, October 22, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
101st Congress will convene on January 3, 
1989. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released November 4 } 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Presidential cam- 
paign rally in Voorhees, NJ 


Released November 5 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Presidential cam- 
paign rally in Warren (Mount Clements), MI 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Party rally in Mes- 
quite, TX 


1 This release was not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved November I * 


H.R. 2677 / Public Law 100-581 

To establish procedures for review of tribal 
constitutions and bylaws or amendments 
thereto pursuant to the Act of June 18, 
1934 (48 Stat. 987) 


H.R. 3515 / Public Law 100-582 
Medical Waste Tracking Act of 1988 


Approved November 3 


H.R. 515 / Public Law 100-583 
Fair Credit and Charge Card Disclosure Act 
of 1988 


H.R. 2472 / Public Law 100-584 

To provide authorization of appropriations 
for activities of the National Telecommuni- 
cations and Information Administration 


H.R. 2642 / Public Law 100-585 
Colorado Ute Indian Water Rights Settle- 
ment Act of 1988 


H.R. 2806 / Public Law 100-586 

To amend the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976, to permit tempo- 
rary use for military purposes of public 
lands in Alaska managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management, Department of the In- 
terior, and for other purposes 


H.R. 4064 / Public Law 100-587 

To amend title 28 of the United States 
Code to authorize the appointment of addi- 
tional bankruptcy judges 


H.R. 4068 / Public Law 100-588 

To amend the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act of 1979 to strengthen the 
enforcement provisions of that Act, and for 
other purposes 


1 These acts were not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 


1486 


Approved November 3—Continued 


H.R. 4124 / Public Law 100-589 

To authorize appropriations to carry out the 
Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act for 
fiscal years 1989 through 1991, and for 
other purposes 


H.R. 4174 / Public Law 100-590 
Small Business Administration Reauthoriza- 
tion and Amendment Act of 1988 


H.R. 4686 / Public Law 100-591 
Aviation Safety Research Act of 1988 


HJ. Res. 446 / Public Law 100-592 
Designating October 30 through November 
5, 1988, as “National Jukebox Week” 


HJ. Res. 572 / Public Law 100-593 
Designating November 28 through Decem- 
ber 2, 1988, as “Vocational-Technical Edu- 
cation Week” 


S. 1048 / Public Law 100-594 
Federal Communications Commission Au- 
thorization Act of 1988 


S. 1476 / Public Law 100-595 

To designate the Federal Records Center 
Extension Building 109 under construction 
in Overland, Missouri, as the “Charles F. 
Prevedel Federal Building” 


S. 1827 / Public Law 100-596 

To designate the Federal building and 
United States courthouse located at 300 
Booth Street in Reno, Nevada, as the “C. 
Clifton Young Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse” 


S. 1863 / Public Law 100-597 

To amend the bankruptcy law to provide 
for special revenue bonds, and for other 
purposes 


S. 2344 / Public Law 100-598 
To reauthorize the Office of Government 
Ethics, and for other purposes 


S. 2835 / Public Law 100-599 

To designate the United States Post Office 
and Courthouse located at 151 West Street 
in Rutland, Vermont, as the “Robert T. Staf- 





Approved November 3—Continued 


ford United States Courthouse and Post 
Office” 


S.J. Res. 280 / Public Law 100-600 

To designate the week of November 27, 
1988 through December 3, 1988 as “Na- 
tional Home Care Week” 


SJ. Res. 302 / Public Law 100-601 
To designate October 1988 as “National 
Down Syndrome Month” 


SJ. Res. 324 / Public Law 100-602 
To designate February 1989 as “America 
Loves Its Kids Month” 


SJ. Res. 335 / Public Law 100-603 

To designate the last full week of October, 
October 23 through October 29, 1988, as 
“National Adult Immunization Awareness 
Week” 


SJ. Res. 381 / Public Law 100-604 

To designate October 30, 1988, as “Fire 
Safety at Home Day—Change Your Clock, 
Change Your Battery” 


Approved November 4 


H.R. 3614 / Public Law 100-605 

To authorize a study of the Hanford Reach 
of the Columbia River, and for other pur- 
poses 


S. 1851 / Public Law 100-606 
Genocide Convention Implementation Act 
of 1987 (the Proxmire Act) 


S. 2889 / Public Law 100-607 
Health Omnibus Programs Extension of 
1988 


Approved November 5 


H.R. 1473 / Public Law 100-608 

To designate the building which will house 
the United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of Texas in Lufkin, Texas, 
as the “Ward R. Burke United States Court- 
house” 
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Approved November 5—Continued 


H.R. 2756 / Public Law 100-609 

Granting the consent and approval of Con- 
gress to the addition of the State of Ohio as 
a party to the Middle Atlantic Interstate 
Forest Fire Protection Compact 


H.R. 4517 / Public Law 100-610 
Outer Continental Shelf Operators Indem- 
nification Clarification Act of 1988 


H.R. 4574 / Public Law 100-611 

To amend title 5, United States Code, with 
respect to certain programs under which 
awards may be made to Federal employees 
for superior accomplishments or cost sav- 
ings disclosures, and for other purposes 


H.R. 5104 / Public Law 100-612 
Federal Property Management Improve- 
ment Act of 1988 


H.R. 5552 / Public Law 100-613 

To provide that the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission amend its regulations 
regarding lawn darts 


HJ. Res. 438 / Public Law 100-614 
Designating November 4, 1988, as “Nation- 
al Teacher Appreciation Day” 


S. 1382 / Public Law 100-615 
Federal Energy Management Improvement 
Act of 1988 


S. 1991 / Public Law 100-616 
Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action 
Amendments Act of 1988 


S. 2201 / Public Law 100-617 

To extend for an additional 8-year period 
certain provisions of title 17, United States 
Code, relating to the rental of sound re- 
cordings, and for other purposes 


S. 2361 / Public Law 100-618 
Video Privacy Protection Act of 1988 


SJ. Res. 2885 / Public Law 100-619 
To amend the Hunger Prevention Act of 
1988 to make a technical correction 
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Approved November 5—Continued 


SJ. Res. 261 / Public Law 100-620 
Designating the month of November 1988 
as “National Alzheimer’s Disease Month” 


SJ. Res. 272 / Public Law 100-621 
To designate November, 1988, as “National 
Diabetes Month” 


SJ. Res. 306 / Public Law 100-622 
Designating the day of August 7, 1989, as 
“National Lighthouse Day” 


SJ. Res. 319 / Public Law 100-623 

To designate the period commencing No- 
vember 6, 1988, and ending November 12, 
1988, as “National Disabled Americans 
Week” 


SJ. Res. 378 / Public Law 100-624 
Designating the week of October 2 through 
8, 1988, as “National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act Week” 


Approved November 7 


H.R. 3146 / Public Law 100-625 
Charity Games Advertising Clarification Act 
of 1988 


H.R. 4118 / Public Law 100-626 
Public Telecommunications Act of 1988 


H.R. 4210 / Public Law 100-627 

To authorize appropriations to carry out 
titles II and III of the Marine Protection, 
Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, to 
establish the National Oceans Policy Com- 
mission, and for other purposes 


H.R. 4352 / Public Law 100-628 
Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance 
Amendments Act of 1988 


H.R. 4919 / Public Law 100-629 

To approve the governing international 
fishery agreement between the United 
States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics, and for other purposes 


H.R. 5334 / Public Law 100-630 


Handicapped Programs Technical Amend- 
ments Act of 1988 
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Approved November 7—Continued 


HJ. Res. 573 / Public Law 100-631 

To designate the week beginning Novem- 
ber 13, 1988, as “National Craniofacial 
Awareness Week” 


HJ. Res. 654 / Public Law 100-632 
Designating November 4 through 10, 1988, 
as the “Week of Remembrance of Kristall- 
nacht” 


S. 850 / Public Law 100-633 

To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
to designate a segment of the Rio Chama 
River in New Mexico as a component of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 


SJ. Res. 301 / Public Law 100-634 
Designating January 20, 1989, as “National 
Skiing Day” 


SJ. Res. 342 / Public Law 100-635 

To designate the week of November 28 
through December 5, 1988, as “National 
Book Week” 


S. 2637 / Private Law 100-35 
For the relief of Gillian Lesley Sackler 


Approved November 8 


H.R. 4211 / Public Law 100-636 

To reauthorize the National Ocean Pollu- 
tion Planning Act of 1978 for fiscal years 
1989 and 1990, and for other purposes 


S. 2496 / Public Law 100-637 

To provide for the leasing of certain real 
property to the American National Red 
Cross, District of Columbia Chapter, for the 
construction and maintenance of certain 
buildings and improvements 


S. 2752 / Public Law 100-638 

To declare that certain lands be held in 
trust for the Quinault Indian Nation, and 
for other purposes 


S. 1919 / Private Law 100-36 
For the relief of Michael Wilding 





Approved November 9 


H.R. 593 / Public Law 100-639 

To request the President to award a gold 
medal on behalf of Congress to Andrew 
Wyeth, and to provide for the production of 
bronze duplicates of such medal for sale to 
the public 


H.R. 1149 / Public Law 100-640 

To amend the Foreign Sovereign Immuni- 
ties Act with respect to admiralty jurisdic- 
tion 


H.R. 3327 / Public Law 100-641 

To designate the Federal building located 
at 324 West Market Street in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, as the “L. Richardson 
Preyer, Jr. Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse and Post Office” 


H.R. 4236 / Public Law 100-642 

To amend the Act of June 6, 1900, to in- 
crease the number of trustees of the Fred- 
erick Douglass Memorial and Historical As- 
sociation 


HJ. Res. 137 / Public Law 100-643 
Designating the month of May, 1989, as 
“National Asparagus Month” 


HJ. Res. 604 / Public Law 100-644 
Designating February 5 through 11, 1989, 
as “National Burn Awareness Week” 
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Approved November 9—Continued 


HJ. Res. 626 / Public Law 100-645 
Designating September 13, 1989, as “Uncle 
Sam Day” 


HJ. Res. 677 / Public Law 100-646 
Changing the date for the counting of the 
Electoral vote by Congress to January 4, 
1989 


H.R. 1388 / Private Law 100-37 

For the relief of David Butler, Aldo Cirone, 
Richard Denisi, Warren Fallon, Charles 
Hotton, Harold Johnson, Jean Lavocis, Vin- 
cent Maloney, Austin Mortense, Kurt Clofs- 
son, and John Jenks 


H.R. 2109 / Private Law 100-38 
For the relief of Rosa Pratts 


H.R. 2461 / Private Law 100-39 
For the relief of Milera Mesin and Bozena 
Mesin 


H.R. 2511 / Private Law 100-40 
For the relief of Tarek Mohamad Mahmoud 


H.R. 3238 / Private Law 100-41 
For the relief of Maria Linda Sy Gonzalez 


H.R. 3917 / Private Law 100-42 
For the relief of Rajari Lal 
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